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the ſeveral exhauſted European mo- 


OW juſt ſoever may be the 


complaints of oppreſſion in 


narchies, the philoſophers of the 
preſent age congratulate each other, 
on the ſupreme felicity of being 
called into exiſtence in times fo 
eminently diſtingniſhed for the tri- 
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2 ADVICE TO 


umph of human reafon over the ab- 
ſurdities of revelation ; and, to de- 
monſtrate the equal diſtribution of 
good and evil in every age and in 
every country, they have proved, be- 
| yond all doubt, that the burthens 
by which mankind are now oppreſ- 
ſed, are ſufficiently counterpoized by 
the glorious liberty of defcanting on 
the ſuperſtitious credulity of our 


forefathers. 


To overturn a religion firmly 
| eſtabliſhed, and ſanctified by the 
blood of many martyrs, and the 
opinions of many wile and good 


men, 
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men, is a matter of extreme diffi- 
culty, and not to be effected by a 
coup de main. No: it will require 
infinite precaution, circumſpection, 5 
and deſign. Nevertheleſs, J flatter 

myſelf the caſe is not deſperate, and 
that I ſhall be able to point out 
the means by which this great work 
may be happily accompliſhed. It 
is principally from the illumined 
underftanding of the clergy of the 
church of England, that ſucceſs in 


this arduous attempt is to be ex- 
| pected; for though divines, in this 
degenerate age, may have loſt ſome 
Part of their priſtine authority, they 
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4. ADVICE TO 
nevertheleſs retain a conſiderable de- 
gree of influence on the minds of 
that pious few who compoſe their 
thin, their ſelect, congregations: and, 
as the ſublimity and perfect fre- 
dom of their ideas, their knowledge 
of ſpeculative philoſophy, and their 
acquaintance with modern ratiocina- 
tion, will depend on their education, 
1 Mall take up my young pupil at a 
very early period of his career, and 
conduct him gradually to the ſum- 


mit of eccleſiaſtical dignity. 


CHAP- 
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ADVICE TO PARENTS. 


THAT it is your duty to pro- 
vide for your children in the 

beſt manner you are able, is uni- 
verſally acknowledged; and man- 
kind are equally unanimous in opi- 
nion, that your choice of the ſeveral 
profeſſions ſnould be determined by 
the genius of each individual child, 
ſo that they may be ſeverally 
deſtined to the art or ſcience: for 
which nature ſeems to have de- 
ſigned them, If you happen to have 
_ 3 any 
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any acquaintance with a female in- 
timate of the lord chancellor, or 
with the houſekeeper of a biſhop, 
you will probably determine to make 
one of your ſons a parſon; for with- 
out ſome ſuch proſpect of prefer- 
ment, no man in his ſenſes would 
breed a lad to the church. If you 
have no ſuch intereſt, he will re- 
main a curate to the end of his life. 


It were much wiſer to make a tay- 
lor of him. | 


Ignorant people may ſuppoſe, that 
genius and abilities are indiſpenſibly 


requiſite in a ſtudent of divinity. 
„ 
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The frequent examples of men of 
very inferior talents riſing to the 
pinnacle of preferment, prove the 
fallacy of this ſuppoſition, In fact, 
divinity is no ſcience at all; if it 
were, it would certainly be ſtudied 
and taught at our univerſities: it is 
not a ſcience, but an art, which 
young divines never think of till 
after they are ordained, and it is 
then acquired without either talents 


or application. How irrational, there- 
fore, to devote a boy of ſhining abi- 
lities to a profeſſion which requires 
neither genius nor ſtudy. Obſerve 
your children with attention. If 
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there be among them one more 
ſtupid than the reſt, be that the lad 


intended for the church. In any 


other profeſſion, his want of under- 
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ſtanding might prevent his fortune; 
in this it will be of no diſadvantage. 
If he learns his letters with diffi- 
culty; if he ſtammers through his 
Primer, and finally reads a chapter 
in the Bible with difficulty, heſita- 
tion, and the tone of a Quaker's 
-lermon or of a Methodiſt ſhoemaker, 
ſo much the better. Such ſort of 
reading will beſt ſuit the old ladies 


that are to compoſe his congrega- 
tion on week days, when he be- 


comes 


\ 
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comes a curate, and on Sundays, 
the young and polite part of his au- 
dience will be too buſily employed 
to give any attention to the ſervice : 
elocution, therefore, natural or ac- 
quired, is a talent that would be 


totally uſeleſs. 


Our embrio divine hath, under 
the tuition of his ſpectacled dame, 
now attained his ze plus ultra, as to 
the Engliſh language. I ſay his 
ne plus ultra; for from this moment 
the ſtudy of Latin and Greek will 
engroſs all his attention, Whatſo- 


ever progreſs he has now made in 
the 
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the art of reading Engliſh is all the 
progreſs he will ever make; for the 
learned gentlemen, who will hence- 
forward ſuperintend his education, 
abound too much in ancient litera- 
tyre to waſte their time in the culture 

of the vulgar tongue. Your ſon is 
now eight or ten years old; it is 
therefore time to think of ſending 
him to a gram mar- ſchool; but, be- 
fore you poſitively determine to 
breed him to the church, there are 
other conſiderations of no leſs im- 
portance than his want of capacity 
and natural averſion to his book, 
and without which I would not be 


5 reſponſible 


THE CLERGY, 11 
reſponſible for his ſucceſs in that 
line, I could wiſh that by this 
time he ſhould have diſcovered 
ſome attachmen t to horſes and dogs; 
that he ſhould have amuſed himſelf 
with putting ſquibs and crackers 
under the maids petticoats, and gun- 
powder in the bowl of an old wo- 
man's tobacco-pipe : in ſhort, that 
he ſhould diſcover unequivocal pre- 
tentions to the appellation of a 
Pickle. With this character he will 


enter the grammar-ſchool to very 


great advantage. His ignorance 
_ will be aſcribed to his. volatility, 
and he will be conſidered by his 


maſters- 
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maſters as an arch young dog ca- 
pable of doing great . if he 
would but apply. 


The next queſtion is, whether 
you ſhould ſend your ſon to a pri- 
vate or to a publick ſchool? —This 
important queſtion hath been fre- 
quently agitated by men of diſtin- 
guiſhed abilities; but the advan- 
rages and diſadvantages of each are 
ſo equally poized, that the matter 
remains {till as doubtful as ever; 1 
mean with regard to education in 
general : as to thoſe children that 
are intended for the church, morals 


being 
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being out of the queſtion, you ought 
doubtleſs to prefer a publick ſchool. 
The reaſon is obvious. In a pub- 
lick ſchool your young hopeful will 
be certain to meet with lads of his 
own kidney; young bucks of family 
and fortune, who will moſt readily 
inſtruct him in thoſe faſhionable 
vices which neceſſarily lead to pre- 


ferment. 


There are in this kingdom four 
publick ſchools peculiarly adapted 
to the education of a divine: theſe 
are Weſtminſter, Eton, Wincheſter, 
and the Charter-houſe. Doubtleſs 


5 you 
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you would be glad to have your 
boy upon one of theſe foundations; 
but unleſs your ſon were the baſtard 
of a nobleman, or that he has a 
handſome fiſter whom you are will- 
ing to facrifice, it will be attended 
with great difficulty. If you have 
Jived entirely in the country, pro- 
bably you may not eaſily be per- 
ſuaded to ſacrifice one child for the 
benefit of another; but your friends 
in town will ſoon convince you, that 
theſe are antiquated ſcruples, very 
ill adapted to the refined manners 


ef the preſent age. Whatever might 


de the intention of the pious foun- 
: ders 


THE CLERGY. 15 
ders of theſe ſeminaries, our preſent 
race of primates, who have the no- 
mination of poor ſcholars, direct 
this power to very uſeful purpoſes. 
remember a governor of the Char- 
ter- houſe who had three or four of 
his baſtards at the ſame time on 
the foundation at that ſchool. But 


if it ſo happens that a governor has 
no baſtards to provide for, he very 


wiſely nominates the ſons of the 


freemen of his borough, and by that 
means ſtrengthens his parliamentary 
intereſt: ſo that unleſs you chuſe 
that your daughter ſhould go into 
keeping, or that you are related to 

a lady 
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a lady already in that ſituation, or 
that you have a vote for a member. 
of parliament, you will find it very 
dificult to get your boy on the 
foundation at any of the publick 
ſchools. I have indeed known ſome 


people ſucceed through the influence 


of a valet de chambre, or of a good 
old houſekeeper but then theſe 
were faithful domeſticks who were 
peculiarly uſeful in the capacity of 
pimp and bawd. 


CHAP- 
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CHAPTER II. 


ADVICE TO A SCHOOL-BOY., 


OUR parents having ſucceed- 


ed, no matter by what means, 

in placing you on the foundation 
at one of the publick ſchools above- 
mentioned, you will be very civilly 
treated, during the firſt week, by 
che reſt of your ſchool-fellows. But 
theſe halcyon days will ſoon be over. 
Jou are then to enter upon the ho- 
nourable occupation of fag to an 
upper boy, whom you are to obey 
with implicit ſubſerviency. You 


Cc are 
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are to ſweep his chamber, boil his 
kettle, toaſt his bread, toaſt his 
. cheeſe, black his ſhoes, fill his water. 
bottle, and empty his chamber-pot. 
This is not all: whenever he chuſes 


to carouſe with his companions, you 
are to watch on the ſtair-caſe in 


order to give notice of the maſter's 
approach, even till two or three 
o'clock in the morning. If you 
ſhould happen to fall a- ſleep, you 
may depend upon a ſound drub- 
bing; but that is of no conſequence, 
as you will revenge it upon your 
own fag, after you have been a few 


years in the ſchool. 
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If, at this tender age, perceiving 
in your nature any thing like the 
ſpirit of an Engliſhman, you ſhould 
feel hurt at this ſpecies of ſlavery, 
you muſt conſider it as a political 
neceſſity in the preſent conſtitution 
of things ; that the natal indepen- 
dant ſpirit of an Engliſhman is fre- 
quently troubleſome to miniſters of 
ſtate, and that this ſpecies of ſcho- 
laſtic deſpotiſm is the moſt effectual 
method of ſubduing that ſpirit. If 
you are a nobleman's baſtard, or the 
ſon of a gentleman, you will proba- 
ly, at firſt, be a little ſhocked at 
the frequency of that moſt ignomi- 

C2 nious 
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niaus of all puniſhments called flog- 
ging. You will naturally ſuppoſe 
the poor boys, who are thus unmer- 
cifully chaſtiſed, to have been guilty 
of ſome dreadful crime, and the per- 
jon, who inflifts the puniſhment, to 
be the beadle of the pariſh or a pub- 
lick executioner. But you will ſoon 
learn, that the crime was a falſe con- 
cord in the lad's exerciſe, and that 
the judge and executioner is no leſs 
a perſonage than the maſter himſelf. 
You condemn the cruelty and injuſ- 
tice of ſuch ſeverity, becauſe you 
are yet unacquainted with the world. 
If you ſhould ever become a great 
man, 


THE CLERGY. 21 
man, and fend your children, baſ- 
tards or legitimate, to a publick 
ſchool, you will be too much en- 
gaged in buſineſs of more impor- 
tance, to trouble yourſelf about the 
education of your brats. You ſend 
them to- ſchool to be out of the way, 


and that is all you will care for. 


As to this flogging, you. wlll fee 
and probably feel, ſo much of it, 
that it is neceſſary you ſhould be 
well acquainted with the cauſe of 
its inſtitution, and the benefit thence 
ariſing to ſociety, If you ſhould 
ever chance to dip into the Hiſtory 

C3 of 
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of England, you will find that we 
are naturally a ſpirited untracta- 
ble race of beings, exceedingly tena- 
cious of our liberty, and much in- 
clined to wrangle with our ſuperiors. 
This national ſpirit is a troubleſome 
ingredient in our conſtitution. Now 
government wiſely endeavours, by 
means of ſchool-maſters, to ſtrangle 
this Hercules in the cradle: and 
indeed what other means could be 
contrived to anſwer this purpoſe ſo 
effectually as the preſent ſyſtem of 
ſervility, and ignominious puniſh- 
ment, which obtains in publick 
ſchools? A lad of family, who in 
the 
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the capacity of fag, from the age of 
ten to fourteen, has performed the 
moſt ſervile offices for his equal, or 
perhaps his inferior in point of 
birth; who has been kicked about 
by every tyrant in the forms above 
him, and unmercifully, wantonly, 
and diſgracefully puniſhed by the 
moſt inhuman of all tyrants, his 
maſter; ſuch a lad, I ſay, having 
loſt all ſenſe of ſhame, all idea of 
freedom, and all ſenſibility of his 
dignity as a rational being, enters 
the great ſtage of life properly 
broke and diſciplined to the pur- 
poſes of adminiſtration, 
C4 _ A little 
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A little reflexion on this ſubject 
will - convince you, how neceſſary 


this ſort of early education is to- 


wards the ſupport of government, 


and the maintenance of due ſubor- 
dination both in church-And ftate 
for, without this timely ſubjugation, 
this early habit of ſervility, this me- 
nial jervitude, this patient ſubmiſſion 
to the capricious cruelty. of a law= 
leſs,* an unfeeling tyrant, young 
lords and members of parliament 
might ſpurn the yoke of a miniſter 
as beneath their dignity the infe- 
rior clergy might preſume to reaſon 
with a biſhop, and thus the ne- 

2 Ccellary 
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ceſſary ſubordination both in church- 
and ſtate would be entirely deſtroys. 
ed. Miniſters of ſtate cannot work 
without tools, and a biſhoprick would 
hardly be worth acceptance, were it 
not for the pleaſure of tyrannifing 
over the inferior clergy. Thus you 
perceive how neceſſary, to a well re- 
gulated government, it is, that young 
minds ſhould” grow familiar with ſer- 
vitude, that they ſhould be inured 
to bodily pain, and become totally 
inſenſible to every ſpecies of indig- 


nity. 
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But this is not all, What I have 
already written comprehends only. a 
part of the wiſe plan of publick edu- 
cation, Whilſt you continued at 
your Engliſh ſchool, your good old 
dame made you read in the Bible, 
taught you the catechiſm and your 
prayers. Hence you might ſuppoſe, 
that religion was a neceſſary part of 
education. But now that you are re- 
moved to a great ſchool, you find 
that religion is a thing beneath the 
attention of a Latin ſcholar; for, if 
religion were deemed a matter of im- 
portance, ſome attention would cer- 
tainly be paid to it. I mean the 
0 Chriſtian 
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_ Chriſtian religion, with which at a I 


Latin ſchool, you will have no con- 
cern: that of the Greeks and Ro- 


— — 


mans will conſtitute a conſiderable 
part of your preſent ſtudies. Ovid's 
Metamorphoſes i is now your Goſpel, 
and the idle reveries of Chriſtianity 
muſt give way to the rational, the 
moral, the divine ſyſtem of heathen 
mythology . On this ſyſtem you can- 
not beſtow too much attention, be- 
cauſe in this knowledge conliſts a 
principal part of the learning of a 
claſſical ſcholar; The intrigues of 


Jupiter will amuſe and inſtruct you 


at the ſame time, For example: 
from 
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from the ſtory of his making love in 
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a ſhower of gold, you learn that no 


. 0 It IP ee SBP ²̃ ! tl ITS . e  Hnr n 
0 


chaſtity is proof againſt money; 


from his rape of Europa in the form 
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of a bull, you are taught, that a 
young lady may be carried to Scot- 
land without her conſent; and from 
his amour with Leda in the diſguiſe 


of a ſwan you will naturally con, 
clude, that a maſquerade is a lauda- 
ble and ſucceſsful amuſement. Theſe 
early impreſſions will be of infinite 
| ſervice to you through life, eſpecially 
if you ſhould take holy orders for 
in that caſe, much of your ſucceſs 
with the ladies will depend on dif- 
. ſimulation. 
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Timulation. Theſe are advantages 


which you can never expect to 
reap from a knowledge of the Chriſ- 


tian religion, which promiſes nothing 
more than to render you virtuous 
and honeſt: now theſe are fo far 
from being deſirable acquirements, 
that they would prove an inſuperable 
bar to your promotion. For this 
reaſon Chriſtianity is very wiſely neg- 
lected in all our publick ſchools. // 


You are now arrived at that joyful 
period when you ceaſe to be a fag. 
Tour genius is no longer cramped 


by ſervitude. You 


now command 


a/c 
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the obedience of more than half the 


ſchool, and in order to eftabliſh your 


authority at once, let me adviſe you 
to command your fag to perform 
ſome impoſſibility, and then to 
knock him down for diſobedience. 
You may honour him with two or 
three kicks as he lies on the ground. 
You know, by experience, that he 
dares not complain. Such ſpirited 
conduct will render you feared and 
reſpected, and by being frequently 
exerciſed, will effectually ſtifle thoſe 
ſeeds of humanity which, in your fu- 


ture commerce with the world, might 


be yery troubleſome ; therefore the 


ſooner 
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ſooner you get rid of them the bet- 

ter. But the power of fagging, 

kicking, and cuffing, the underlings 

by no means limits your authority. 
All their poſſeſſions are by imme- 

morial cuſtom your own property. 

If you break or loſe a ſhoe buckle, 

a knife, an inkhorn, or any other 
. utenſil, take one without ſcruple from F 
any under boy, and make it your l 
own. He poſſibly may be flog- 

ged for wanting it; but that is no 

concern of. yours. Vou know that 


eyen in the moment of execution, he 
. dares not ſpeak truth, and that if he 
did, the maſter would give no credit 
5 to 
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to his aſſertion. Remember always, 
that, whilſt. you were a. fag, you 
were .conſtantly pillaged and lich d 
and damned, and in every reſpect 
maltreated by your ſuperiors. Surely 
nothing can be more juſt than that 
you ſhould revenge yourſelf on thoſe 
below you, now that it is in your 
power. To treat the younglings with 
humanity were a deviation from the 
common law of the ſchool, which; like 
the common law of the land, muſt 
not be violated or infringed, If your 
natural good nature or humanity 
ſhould ever plead in behalf of help- 
Teſs innocence, you would do well te 


recollect 
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recolle&, that the tyrannical behavi- 
our of the upper boys is well known 
to the maſters and governors of the 


ſchool, and that if it were a thing 


improper to be continued, men of 


| learning, and perſonages of rank and 
power would take care. to have it 
aboliſhed, Beſides, when you be- 


come acquainted with the general 


hiſtory of mankind, you will diſco- 
ver, that in deſpotigk governments, 


every ſubject is a tyrant in propor- 


tion to his power, and that the weak 

are oppreſſed in proportion to their 
imbecillity, Hence it will appear, 

that the tyranny of the upper boys 
D 18 
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is a natural conſequence of the arbi- 
trary conſtitution of publick ſchools, 
where the legiſlative, judicial, and 
executive power is veſted in the 
maſter. 


And now, my young friend, I will 
ſuppoſe you advanced to the dignity 
of a monitor, and ſeated on the high- 
eſt form. Your power in this ſitua- 
tion is great indeed, In one year 
more you will go off to the univerſi- 
ty. In your own idea, you are no 
longer a ſchool boy, and were it not 
for the long lank hair on your ſhoul- 
ders, you might conſider yourſelf a 
fine gentleman or a buck which ſo- 


Ever 
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ever you chuſe to affect. As to your 
hair, you muſt not on any account 
ſuffer it to be cut; becauſe, as often 
as you tib out, it muſt be tied in a 
cue; for, though your friſieur will ſup- 
ply you with a falſe one, yet a cer- 
tain length of hair is neceſſary to 
effect the union. But of tibbing out, 
I ſhall ſpeak anon. Mean while, 
let me remind you, that the inſtitutes 
of the ſchool invelt you with the 
power of impoſing any taſk you think 
proper on any of your inferiors, and 


of ſhewing them up for puniſhment 


wWjhenſoever they date to offend you, 


Ge your authority, or diſobey 
D 2 your 
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your commands. A general aſſertion 
that the culprit deſerves puniſhment, 
without any proof of his guilt, is quite 
ſufficient, His breeches are let down, 
and the maſter proceeds to flagellation 
without further enquiry. It would 
be impoſſible for the ſovereign of ſuch 
a community to examine minutely 
into the merits of trivial cauſes; he 
rationally preſumes that you are ſatiſ- 
fied of the boy's guilt, and therefore 
nothing can be more juſt and equi- 
table than that he ſhould be puniſhed 
without further examination. M 
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Thus elevated, you muſt never 
forget that the under boys are your 
ſlaves, and that you have an indiſ- 


putable right to beat them for your 
amuſement as often as you are in 


that humour : and, that theſe trem- 
bling inſects may inſtantly obey you, 
I adviſe you always to enforce your 
commands with an oath. This cuſ- 
tom of ſwearing will give you a 
manly air, and will gradually ha- 
bituate you to that buckiſh dialect 
ſo eſſential to your character on your 


firſt appearance in the great world: 


it will alſo inform your acquain- 
tance, that you were not educated 
9 3 at 
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at a paltry country ſchool, where 
the polite accompliſhment of ſwear- 


ing 1s not underſtood, 


Hitherto I have mentioned only 
the leaſt important part of your duty 
as a monitor. What follows con- 
cerns you much more eſſentially. 
You now are of an age to think and 
act on the authority of your own 
reaſon andjudgement. Your parents, 
after each vacation, furniſh you with 
more money, and they certainly 
mean that you ſhould ſpend it. Part 
of their intention may be fulfilled by 
indulging yourſelf and your comrades 
now and then with a roaſt fowl and 
a few 
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a few bottles of wine after the ſtrip- 
lings are all in bed. But you muſt 
not forget to poſt a couple of your 
fags at the top of the ſtaircaſe to 
prevent ſurprize. Theſe fags, though 
in the depth of winter, muſt ſtand 
in their ſhirts, that, after giving the 
alarm, they may ſlip immediately in- 
to bed. Your diſhes, plates, bot- 
tles and glaſs, you will hide under 
the bed, clap on your night-cap, 
cover yourſelf with the quilt, fall a 
ſnoring, and leave the reſt to fate. 


The maſter will ſmell your roaſt fowl. 
No matter : he remembers the days 


of his youth and retires, You then 


D 4 reſume 
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reſume your conviviality without fur- 
ther apprehenſions of interruption. 
you may now proceed to toaſt your 
girls, finiſh your wine, and retire to 
reſt as completely drunk as if you 
had ſpent your evening in any tavern 


in London. 


But drinking is by no means the 
only accompliſhment of a young gen- 
tleman, It is now high time to turn 
your thoughts to. gallantry. The 
firſt objects of your attention in 
this way will be the maid ſervants; 
and the ſureſt method of cultivating 


an intimacy with theſe, is to ſham 
ſick. 
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fick, They will adminiſter your 
gruel and warm your bed. Yet this 
is a ſpecies of gallantry of which 
you will ſoon grow weary : beſides it 
is neceſſary that a young gentleman 
of your age ſhould become acquaint- 
ed with the ways of the town. This, 
doubtleſs, was the intention of your 
parents in filling your purſe with 
guineas ; well knowing that it is 1m- 
poſſible to ſpend them within bounds. 
Thus ſtimulated and encouraged, if 
you have any ſpunk in you, you 
will ſtudy affiduouſly the art of :154- 
ins out. Much information on this 


head might have been acquired from 
the 
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the lads that went off laſt year; but 
leſt you ſhould have been too negli- 
gent to avail yourſelf of ſuch infor- 
mation, I will dire&t you how to pro- 


ceed. 


The firſt thing you are to think of 
is how to ſcale the high wall that 
ſeems to preſent an inſu perable barrier 
to your excurſion. The beſt way of 
ſurmounting this difficulty 1s to drive 
into the wall a few large nails at pro- 
per diſtances, ſo as to form an invi- 
ſible ſtep-ladder. The upper nails 
are to be managed by ſtanding on 
the ſhoulders of the talleſt boy in the 

ſchool, 


THE CLERGY. 62 


ſchool, if you cannot procure a lad- 
der for the purpoſe. This being ac- 
compliſhed, your next difficulty is to 
take out one of the iron bars of the 
window, This bar, for greater ſe- 
curity, is faſtened down, not with 
a nail, but with an iron ſcrew, Now, 
a certain inſtrument, called a ſcrew- 
driver, with which I ſuppoſe you to 
be provided, will remove this obſta- 
cle with the greateſt facility. But 
the removal of theſe impediments 1s 
not all. Much art, circumſpection, 
and ſtratagem are {till efſentially re- 
quiſite. To prevent all ſuſpicion of 
your delign, and in order to fortify 


yourſelf 


— - — — 


- | 
= ' 
I” 
„ ” 
« 
Il | [ ' 
a 
j | 
l 
re x 
x 
t1 
1 
j ! l 
t 1 
vil 
| 
1 
1 
II 
il 
x 
11 
if 
| 
i 
111 y 
+4 
41 
1 4 — 1 
k | 
4 
|| 
: "| 
1 
= ' 
4 
Ii 
N 9 
1 
1 1 
: ' 
y . 
1 
wy 
n 1 
1 
} 
| ht 
4 
1 l A! 
-1 5 'T 
ity 
. 
* i 
Il ® 
, 
: 
1 
t 7 1 
i 
l : 
1 
1 
f it! 
, 4 
[ 
811 
1 
1 | 
1; ' 
$ih . 
* 
* 
"Wh 
1 
7 , 
r |; 
is 5 
[ | 
»Þ i 
7 
bi 
it: { 
| 
: | 
x 
; 1 
G 
i | 
{ . 
j 
_ 7 8 
: 
| 
by 1 
* U 
i 
N 
+ I: x 
3 15 
3 
| n \ | 
os by 4 
19 N 
1 x 
| 1. 
\ *11 
1. 
T0 
U 4 
. 8 
ol l 
v ! 7-1 
v3 : 7 
nl 
D i 
J kat. 
* : 
oe 4 
9 j 
p | i 
N i 1 or 
f 1 f 
| i144 
\ -' 
0 Ly 
_ 
[ 


| 
N | 
| 1 
| 4 
\ f 
4 
1 
14 
at 
14 
14 


— 


— — — — 


— ¶ h ˙ —————— —— —¹— — 
= We 


44 &aDVICE'TO 

yourſelf for a nocturnal revel by a 
few hours previous repoſe, you mult 
retire into your chamber with your 
fag, at the uſual hour. Having firſt 
equipped yourſelf for the purpoſe, 
you he down together 1n the bed, 
ſo as to appear faſt aſleep in caſe 
you ſhould be viſited. When the 
uſual hour of vifitation is paſt, you 
make your fag quit his pillow and 
ſir in a chair by your bed-ſide, 
with poſitive orders to awake you 
when the clock ſtrikes one. You 
then drop down from the window, 


ſcale the wall, and make the beſt of 


your way to Covent-Garden. 
By 
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By frequent excurſions of this 


kind you will obtain a knowledge, 
if not of man, at leaſt of wo- 
mankind, particularly of that amia- 
ble claſs of females that inhabit 
Drury-lane and its environs. Poſſi- 
bly you may run ſome ſmall riſk 
of being murdered in the midſt of 
your pleaſures; but to a lad of 
ſpirit this is a trifling conſideration, 
Beſides the pleaſure and glory of 
relating your perilous adventures 


to your future acquaintance at the 
univerſity, will be a ſufficient equi- 


vualent for any danger to which you 


may have been expoſed. 
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If, at any time, you ſhould hap- 
pen to run ſhort of caſh, your tay- 


lor is the beſt man to apply to: he 
knows his own intereſt too well to 


refuſe a young gentleman the loan 
- of a few guineas. Your parents 
will certainly diſcharge the debt and 
applaud your ſpirit; for, though 
they may pretend to be diſpleaſed 
with your extravagance, they are 
not ignorant of your obligation, as 
an upper boy, to change your ſilver 
ſhoe- buckles as often as the Prince 
thinks fit to launch a new pair: they 
know alſo, that a lad of taſte may 
very poſſibly cut a dozen pair of 

ſhoes 
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ſhoes per annum to pieces, by endea- 
vouring to prune them to the faſhion 
of the day; and, that your ſurgeon's 
bill, as alſo thoſe of the poulterer 
and fruit-woman, being debts of ho- 


nour, muſt neceſſarily be diſcharged. 


By a proper attention to the 
above advice, you will be tolerably 
qualified to commence ſtudent of 
divinity at either univerſity: never- 
theleſs, this preparatory part of your 
education wii! be incomplete, if, 


in your frequent journeys into the 


country at each vacation, you have 


neglected to learn the art of driving 


a ſtage, 
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a ſtage, and of converſing, in their 
own language, with coachmen and 
grooms. This knowledge can only 
be acquired by ſetting on the box, 
and bribing the coachman with an 
extraordinary ſhilling and a dram as 
often as he chuſes to ſtop; but you 
muſt not neglect to pledge him, 
whether in brandy, rum, or gin, leſt 


he ſhould deem you for a milk- ſop 


undeſerving his inſtructions. 
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CHAP: 1% © Mts 


ADVICE TO A STUDENT OF DIVINITY. 


OU are now become a member 


of one of the moſt reſpeQable 


nw __— — 


univerſities in the world, Oxford or 
Cambridge. Habited in your gown 
and ſquare cap, you immediately 
feel your conſequence, and look 
down with contempt on the igno- 
rance of the reſt of mankind. You 
are in your eighteenth year. Seven 
yea s you have ſpent in conſtant ſtu- 
dy at a grammar-ſchool. You have 
acquired a little knowledge of two 

E. dead 


ole T0 
dead languages, without the leaſt 


ſmattering of any ſcience whatſoever. 


You are ignorant even of common 
arithmetick, and you write ſo mi- 
ſerable a hand that nobody but your 
ſchool-maſter can read it. Nothing 
can be ſo genteel as to write an Il. 
legible hand; and, as to vulgar 
arithmetick, it can be uſeful only 


to a ſhop-keeper. 


The ſage founders, - governors, - 
and maſters of our great ſchools, 
all men of learning, penetration, 
and judgement, have ever been con- 
vinced, that a competent know- 


ledge 
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ledge of Greek and Latin, toge- 
ther with the mechaniſm of ancient 
verſification, is the ne plus ultra of 
human erudition; therefore, the cul- 
tivation of what is commonly called 
ſcience, would be a mere waſte of 
time. If, on your leaving ſchool, 
you ſhould entertain a doubt con- 
cerning this matter, a ſhort reſi- 
dence at Oxford will convince you, 
that it is not only the opinion of 
ſchool-maſters, but of all the learned 
heads of that univerſity. It is true, 
you will there find profeſſors of every 
ſcience; but theſe profeſſorſhips are 


all finecures, If you have any 


E 2 ambition 
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ambition to diſtinguiſh yourſelf in 
this great ſeminary, you muſt re- 
new your familiarity with your old 
acquaintance Homer, Virgil, and 


Horace, and theſe are all the books 


you will want. 


Poſſibly you did not imagine, 
that from theſe authors were to be 


learnt all the knowledge neceſſary 


for a Chriſtian divine; but you will 


now be convinced, that they not 


only teach divinity, but law and 


phyſick. Students of every deno- 


mination apply only to claſſical 


learning, I mean thoſe who are weak 


2 enough 
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enough to apply at all, Choice 
ſpirits have a better method of 
ſpending their time. A book-worm 
is a deſpicable character every where, 
and particularly at Oxford or Cam- 
bridge. I adviſe you therefore 
carefully to guard againſt this im- 
putation. Never let it be ſuppoſed 
that you make your own exerciſes ; 
becauſe that will imply your inability 
to pay a ſetrvitor, whoſe ſubliſtence 
depends on the laudable indolence 
of his ſuperiors, 


Your character in the univerſity 
will, in a great meaſure, depend on 
E 3 the 
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the choice of your companions. 
Sober and ſtudious men are, on 

every account, to be avoided : firſt, 
becauſe they are poor, and ſecondly, 
becauſe men would ſuſpect you to be | 


of the ſame dull kidney. But 
above. all things -avoid the imputa- 


tion of being intended for the 
church; and, in order to remove 
any ſuſpicion 'of this nature, you 
muſt take every opportunity of ri- 
diculing the Chriſtian religion and 
of ſporting a blaſphemous witticiſm 
as often as you can. Libidinous 
alluſions and now and then a little 
910 bawdery will eſtabliſh your 

reputation 
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reputation, particularly if you can 
attain the habit of ſwearing like a 
gentleman, Probably you may ob- 
ject to the ſtudy of an art (the art 
of ſwearing) which in future, as a 


clergyman, can be of no uſe to you. 


You are miſtaken : the *ſquire of 
your pariſh will look upon this ac- 
compliſhment as ſo conſiderable an 
addition to your ſacerdotal character, 


that it may poſſibly be a means of 


procuring you the tuition of his ſon. 


Being now ſettled in your college, 
properly introduced and familiariſed 
with a ſet of jovial fellows, it is 


E 4 time 
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time to think of laying in a few do- 
zens of wine; for you muſt give 
ſuppers in your turn, and it will 
be expected that you never ſuffer 
your friends to depart until they 
are at leaſt half ſeas over. Thus 
clevated, probably one of them 
will propofe a ron, By all means 
ſecond the motion; for though you 
are ignorant of the meaning of this 
word, you may be aſſured, from 
the wiſdom of your companions, 
that it is ſomething very rational and 
clever: and indeed fo you will find 
it; for what can be more rational 


and more witty, than to break open 


the 


THE CLERGY. 57 


the door of a poor, ignorant, freſh- 
man; to enter his chamber whoop- 
ing and hallowing; to pull off the 
bed clothes, throw his breeches out 
of the window, light his candles, 
drink his wine, break his chairs, 
and baptize him with the contents 
of his chamber - pot; thence to ſally 
forth in queſt of new adventures 
equally heroic and entertaining? 
Theſe are glorious exploits, and fo 
replete with genuine wit and humour, 


\ — 
that gentlemen who have had an 


. univerfity education recolle&t and 


recount them with infinite ſatisfac- 


tion to the end of their lives. 
| + 


— 


58 ADVICE TO 


— 


As the univerſities were founded: 
cinefly for the education of divines, 
you probably ima ned that, in 
theſe ſeminaries, diyinity, as a prin- 
cipal ſcience, is regularly taught by 
learned and holy profeſſors. I have: 
already told you, that profeſſorſhips 
are ſinecures, and I now inform you, 
that attending lectures of any kind 
is a bore.. Before your arrival at the 
univerſity, you may alſo have ex- 
pected to obtain ſome inſtruction in 
elocution, particularly in the art of 
reading your native language, with 
which you are totally unacquainted, 
and which ſeems ſo neceſſary to a 


clergyman. 
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clergyman, In this conjecture you 
are equally miſtaken. At Oxford 
all your dependence is on Homer, 
Virgil, Horace, &c. and at Cam- 
bridge, on Euclid; the laſt of 
which will be of infinite utility in 
your future compoſition of ſermons ; 
for what argument can more evi- 
dently demonſtrate the truth of the 
Goſpel, than that which proves the 
ſquare of the hypothenuſe to be 
equal to the ſum of the ſquares of 
the baſe and perpendicular, Euclid, 


together with the Greek and Latin 


poets, are evidently the beſt com- 


mentators on the holy ſcriptures. 
I ſpeak 
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I ſpeak now only of the ancients, 


and theſe are ſufficient for your pre- 


ſent lucubrations. After a few 
years reſidence you may poſſibly ob- 
tain a fellowſhip: you will then be 
permitted to ſtudy modern com- 
mentators, ſuch as Lord Shafteſbury, 


Lord Bolingbroke, Lord Rocheſter, 
Chub, Triſtram Shandy, Voltaire, 


and Cleland's Woman of Pleaſure. 


A careful peruſal of theſe divine au- 


thors will give effectual ſtability to 


your faith and moral character. 


It cannot however be expected, 
that a ſtudent in divinity ſhould de- 
| vor: 
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vote all his time to the ſevere ſtudy 
of theſe authors: neither will parties 
of plcaſure by land and by water, 
ſupping in taverns, nor intrigues 
with Oxford or Cambridge miſles, 
be ſufficient to occupy all his leiſure. 
You muſt therefore ſubſcribe to 
two or three circulating libraries: 
theſe will furniſh you with an inex- 
hauſtible fund of rational enter- 
tainment; and, by the grammatical 
accuracy and elegance of ſtile which 
diſtinguiſh our modern romances, 
will poliſh your pulpit language to 
the higheſt degree of purity and 
preciſion, | 


If, 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
} 


52 ern 6 


If, by ſome extraordinary acci- 


dent, you ſhould have acquired 


a ſmattering of hiſtory or philo- 


ſophy, I would adviſe you, as you 
value your reputation, never to 
touch on thoſe ſubjects when you are 


in company with other fellows, either 


in the common room or elſewhere. 


Serious converſation is the bane of 


feſtivity. Philoſophical ditcourſe is 
totally out of its element in either 
of the univerſities. But above 
all things avoid religion, unleſs 
to ſhew your talent tor wit and ridi- 


cule. - If you poſlels this talent in 


-an eminent degree, you cannot too 


often 
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often introduce religion into your 


-converſation, as you will by that 
means eſſentially promote the 
great work, What is meant by 
he great work, I ſhall tell you; but 
not until you are initiated into the 


profound myſtery of prieſthood, 


and obtain the divine miſſion and 
permiſſion to preach the Goſpel of 
*Teſus Chriſt. 


The moſt diſagreeable duty of a 
ſtudent at the univerſity is the at- 
tendance at early prayers: This 
however you may frequently ſkulk, 
under pretence of indiſpoſition: 


2 beſides 
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beſides the puniſhment, in caſe of 
delinquency, falls not upon your- 
ſelf, A ſervitor performs the im- 
poſition, and your father pays for it. 
Nevertheleſs I would not have you 
neglect theſe matins entirely. They 
were inſtituted with a very pious 
intention, and they certainly anſwer 
the purpoſe for which they were 
ordained. They are of popiſh 
origin, and therefore entitled to 


our veneration, But they are pe- 


culiarly uſeful in ſatiating ſtudents 


in divinity with divine worſhip, 
and thereby preventing that inor- 
dinate paſſion for acts of ſuperero- 

gation 
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gation, with which young minds 
are apt to be contaminated, and 


which the church does not require. 


Forcing a man to pray, is doubtleſs 
the moſt effectual method to make 
him not pray at all, and that were 
infinitely better than that he ſhould 
pray too much. You ſee then, that 
the reaſon for obliging you to pray 
ſo frequently, is to make you hearti- 
ly fick of devotion, and thus to ren- 


der you a rational divine and an 


efficacious inſtrument in promoting 


the great work, But that your at- 


tendance at early prayers may be no 
waſte of time, you may take a novel 
F in 
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in your hand: it will be eaſily con- 
cealed under your ſurplice. 


You have now ſpent two or three 
years at the univerſity, and you be- 
gin to find that the ſeveral occupa- 
tions and amuſements are inſufficient 
to fill all your leiſure hours. If you 
can afford it, I would adviſe you to 
keep a good hunter at livery; if not, 
you may learn to ſcrape on the vio- 
lin, or to w hiftle on the German flute. 
Muſick is an admirable ſuccedaneum 
for ſtudy; beſides it will introduce 
you to the acquaintance of thoſe 


eminent proteſſors, male and female, 


that honour the univerſities with their 
2 Pplreſence 
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preſence at publick times, Muſick, 
Doctor Hayes will tell you, requires 
more application than any other ſci- 
ence; that the practiſe alone, theory 
totally out of the queſtion, demands, 
at leaſt, five or ſix hours a day; a 
portion of time ſufficient to lift a 
common genius to the pinnacle of 
diſtinction in law, phyſick, or divini- 
ty. But you will meet your rewardin 
the plaudits of your maſter and fel- 
low ſtudents, who will liſten with 
envious rapture to your melting 
ſtrains. Indeed the extraneous band 
of profeſſors may poſſibly when 
amongſt themſelves preſume to call 
you a miſerable ſcraper or whiſtler, 
F lamenting 
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lamenting the neceſſity of mixing 


with gentlemen performers ; never- 


theleſs this ſcraping, or whiſtling, 


vile as it is, may be productive of 
ſingular honours. It will entitle you 
to ſhake hands with a Cramer, a 
Fiſher, a Croſdel; and, what is of 
much more importance, will intro- 
duce you to a Mara and many other 


celebrated females of capacity, and 


extenſive philanthropy, who will 


abundantly repay you for the drudg- 
ery of muſical application. 


It being now univerſally known 
that you are a great muſician, you 


will be elected ſteward of the con- 
cert 3 


cert; in conſequence of which you 


will converſe familiarly with the fe- 


male performer, who will not fail 
to give you conſequence with the au- 
dience by her gracious ſmiles and 
the ſignificant glances of her eye. 
In the Orcheſtra, you will cut a con- 
ſpicuous figure among the Repianos, 
and the graceful writhings and gri- 
maces peculiar to the art of fiddling 
will add dignity to your rank in the 
univerſity; eſpecially if you are bj 
this time in holy orders and fellow 
| of a college : for in what ſituation | 
can a perſonage thus dignified exhibit 
himſelf with greater propriety, than 


mounted on a ſtage, midſt a band 
F 2 Of 
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of minſtrels, with a fiddle under his 


chin? 


The clergy of the church of 
Rome and the diſciples of Luther 
and of Calvin may pragmatically 
refuſe to aſſiſt at publick amuſe- 
ments, from an erroneous opinion 
that they are inconſiſtent with the 

gravity of the clerical character. The 
clergy of the church of England, 
which is doubtleſs the only true 
church, are better informed. Vive 
la bagatelle was the favourite motto - 
of the orthodox dean of St. Pa- 
trick's, the divine author of the pi- 
ous Tale of 4 Tub, than which no 

| book 
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book. is better calculated to inſpire 
reverence for the Chriſtian religion. 
That holy divine, Triſtram Shandy, 
with whoſe chaſte writings you are 


doubtleſs intimately acquainted, was 
ſo entirely of the dean's opinion, 
that he gloried in the character of a 
Jack Pudding, and obliged the world 
with the moſt extraordinary farago 
of ſentiment, ribaldry, wit, and non- 
ſence that was ever produced. Theſe 
are examples worthy your imitation. 
If at any time you. feel yourſelf 
poſſeſſed with the cacozthes ſcribendi, 
addict yourſelf to works of humour, 
and leave ſermons and other ſerious 


compoſitions to thoſe dull fellows on 
F 4 whom 
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whom nature has beſtowed neither 
taſte nor genius, 


If you have been properly atten- 
tive to the above advice, in about 
four years, your education will be 
nearly finiſhed ; but it is impoſſible 
for you to attain that final politure 
ſo neceſſary to a young divine, 
without the help of the metro- 
polis. Every tinge of academic 
ruſt muſt be filed off, and this can 
only be done by frequent excurſive 
parties to town, As to times and 
ſeaſons, there is, in London, al- 
ways ſoggething.. to be learned, or 


ſomething to be done, The ſpring 


months 
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months however are to be preferred ; 
becauſe you have then the greateſt 
variety of amuſements: fo that 
amidſt operas, plays, Ranelagh, 
Vauxhall, maſquerade{® and occa- 
ſonal town-rambles, you cannot 
fail, at this ſeaſon of the year, to 
advance rapidly in the knowledge of 
that world into which you will 
ſoon be launched, and where your 
voyage will be proſperous in exact 
proportion to your acquaintance with 


the ocean on which you are to ſail. 


' 


There remains yet unmentioned, 
a branch of polite education which 


a young gentleman, intended for 


* + Ms Ratios; oljeatieceghs 
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the church, ſhould not neglect. I 
mean that miraculous art by which 
bags of gold and landed property 


are, by a ſingle ſhake of the elbow, 


or turn of a card, conveyed from 


one perſon to another. If your 
companions to town are youths of 
family, fortune, and enterprize, 
they will doubtleſs introduce you 
to ſome of the profeſſors of this art, 
male and female, Your attention, 
when you are in London, to this 
branch of knowledge, is the more 
neceſſary, becauſe, in the univerſities, 
the inſtitution of ſimilar profeſſor- 
ſhips hath been ſhamefully neglected. 


This neglect appears quite inexcuſa- 


ble, 
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ble, when we conſider that gam- 
ing is the principal occupation of 
perſons of every rank and profeſſion, 
and that philoſophically conſidered, 
it is the moſt rational of all em- 
ployments. Whiſt and Backgammon 
are ſo indiſpenſably requilite to a 
young Phyſician or Divine, that, 
without a knowledge of one or 
both, neither of them will ever 
make his way in the world. Why 
then do our univerſities pretend to 
teach a pack of ſtuff that can be 
of no poſſible utility, whilſt ſtudents 


remain totally uninſtructed in the 


only ſcience worth cultivation. I 


am now ſpeaking particularly of 
Oxford ; 
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Oxford; for, at Cambridge, the 
want of theſe neceſſary profeſſor- 
ſhips is, in ſome degree, ſupplied 
by its vicinity to Newmarket, where 
a young gentleman has frequent 


opportunities to mix with gamblers, 


petent knowledge of the turf, 
which, to a young divine, may 
prove of conſiderable advantage. 
For this reaſon, in the choice of an 
univerſity, Cambridge certainly de- 


ſerves the preference, 


The founders of our univerſities: 
did not poſſeſs a degree of pre- 
ſcience ſufficient to comprehend the 


future 


THE CLERGY. 77 


future importance of cards and dice; 
therefore they ſtand exculpated. But 
in theſe times of illumination and re- 
form, the legiſlature will doubtleſs 
take this matter into ſerious con- 
ſideration; and certainly very little 
conſideration will be ſufficient to con- 
vince them, that nothing would con- 
tribute ſo much to the reputation and 
utility of theſe ſeminaries of univer- 
ſal erudition, as the immediate 


inſtitution of profeſſorſhips for the 


purpoſe of inculcating the ſublime 
ſcience of gaming. There is a text- 


book of univerſal authority, already 


extant. This is a fortunate cir- 8 
cumſtance. The book I mean is, 


Hoyle 
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Hoyle upon Whiſt and other faſhion- 
able games. There can be no doubt 
that an annual courſe of lectures on 
this author, by an able profeſſor, 
would diſſeminate more uſeful in- 
ſtruction, and be more generally 
attended, than any lectures that are 
now read in either univerſity; pro- 
vided care be taken to prevent its 
lapfing into a ſinecure. 


But I am ſorry to ſay, that 
Gaming is not the only eſſential 
ſcience which is not taught e cathedra 
at our univerſities. Dancing and 
Fencing are equally neglected. 
That dancing 1s a neceſſary part of 

er 
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the education of a Divine is ſuffici- 
ently evident to thoſe gentlemen and 
ladies who frequent aſſemblies in the 


country, where, without this holy order 
of men, it would be impoſſible to 
make up a dance: and with regard 
to fencing, the example of the 
reverend Mr. Bate is ſufficient to 


prove how neceſſary it may be for 


a clergyman to defend his ſacred 
honour with his ſword./a/ 


There are other ſciences, which, - 
though taught at the univerſities, 
are generally neglected by ſtudents 


in divinity, from an idea of their 


inutility to gentlemen of their cloth. 
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This is an erroneous opinion. A 
ſmattering of any ſcience, except 


divinity and moral philoſophy, may 


be uſeful to a clergyman, We have 


ſeen a little knowledge of chemiſtry 
lead to a biſhoprick. # 2 


C HA p- 


- THE CLERGY. 81 


CHAPTER 


ADVICE TO A YOUNG DIVINE. 


ICERO, in his firſt journey to 

Athens, was initiated into 
the Eleuſinian myſteries; whence 
he learnt, that the gods of the 
people were nothing more than de- 
ceaſed mortals: itaque, ſays this 
oreat orator and philoſopher, ita 
revera principia vitæ Ccognovimus ; 
neque ſolum cum lætitia vivendi ra- 
tionem accepimus, ſed etiam cum ſpe 
meliore moriendi. a Sir, ate 
equally initiated. You have been 


ordained, You now ſee the popu- 
G lar 
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lar religion 1n its true light, You 
have ſubſcribed the thirty-nine ar- 
ticles; but that is of no importance: 
you never read them: you are there- 
fore entirely unconcerned in the 
doctrine they contain. As to the 
Chriſtian lyſtem, you are perfectly 
convinced, that it is not the religion 
of a gentleman; that, the impoſſi- 
bility of a rich man entering the 
kingdom of Heaven; giving away 
one's coat after our cloak is taken 


from us; turning the left cheek after 


receiving a blow on the right; doing 


good to thoſe which diſpitefully uſe 
us; praying for our enemies; being 
in charity with all men; preferring 

2 poverty 
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poverty to wealth, Theſe, I ſay, 
Sir, ate doctrines fo palpably con- 
tradicted by the conſtant tenour of 
the conduct of the dignified clergy, 
that you muſt neceſſarily conclude, 
they do not believe a word of the 


religion they profeſs. This is in- 
deed a very neceſſary concluſion, 
and certainly the moſt charitable 
that can be formed: for to ſuppoſe 
that a wealthy bench of biſhops 
imagine themſelves | followers of the 
apoſtles and the real diſciples of the 
meek and humble Jeſus, were to 
conclude them fools or madmen, 
If they believed in the rewards and 


puniſhments promiſed and denounced 
G 2 in 
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in .the goſpel, can it be ſuppoſed 
that any proſpect of preferment 
would ever wharp their integrity? If 


they were convinced that this is 
a life of probation; that riches 


= and honours are no more than 

* ſounding braſs and tinkling cym. 
bals; that endleſs puniſhment is 
the inevitable conſequence of vice, 
and eternity of bliſs the reward of | 
virtue; can it be imagined that a 
bench of Lords Spiritual would 
ever fo far forget their religion, 
as to proſtitute themſelves to a weak 
and yo wage” x, f 8 q 
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If, theſe conſiderations notwith- 


ſtanding, there ſhould yet remain 
on your mind any impreſſion of 
your early education, you would 
do well to recollect, that all you 
learnt of Chriſtianity was from your 
mother and the old woman who 
taught you to read the Bible; and 
that ſince that time, both at ſchool 
and at the univerſity, religion hath been 


totally out of the queſtion. Hence 
you muſt neceſſarily conclude, that 


your prejudices in favour of Chriſ- 


tianity were ill founded, and that 
it is the religion of old women and 
children only. If it were conſi- 
dered in any other light by the reve- 

6 tend 
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Lhe eee e, 


rend Vice Chanceliors, and Heads of 
Houles, the ſtudy of divinity would 


doubtleſs conſtitute, at leaſt, a part 
of the employment of thoſe that 
are intended for holy orders: and 
if the Fellows of Colleges were 
not likewiſe indulged with a peep 
behind the curtain, can you poſſibly 
ſuppoſe that their ſtudies, their oc- 
- cupations, their amuſements, their 
converſation with each other, 
would not be, in ſome degree, con- 


conformable to the character of a- 
Chriſtian Divine ? 


Now, to let you more amply into- 


a 2 with which 1 are not 
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entirely unacquainted, I will tell you, 
without farther reſerve or circumlo- 


cution, that the ſyſtem of Chriſtianity —— 


is ſo totally incompatible with 
the ſacred honour, the ſublime 
policy, the laudable ambition of 
kings, nobles, and gentlemen, 
and ſo diametrically oppoſite to the 
intereſt of the prieſthood, that it 
hath been determined to confine the 
belief of it to the lower claſs of 
people, to whom a religion of ſome 
fort is neceſſary, The advantages 
reſulting from | this determination 
are manifold and obvious. Kings, 
miniſters, of ſtate, the lords ſpiritual 
and temporal, members of parlia- 
G 4 ment, 
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ment, and all the inferior clergy, 
are thus at once emancipated. They 
are now in the full enjoyment of 
all their darling paſſions without re- 
ſtraint, and the road of ambition 
is no longer impeded by the authority 
of a troubleſome religion. 


When, in full convocation it was 
unanimouſly reſolved, that Chriſ- 
tianity is incompatible with modern 
policy, with the obligations of a 
gentleman, and the dignity of the 
clergy, ſome were of opinion that 
appearance ought ſtill to be pre- 
ſerved; but this notion was ſcouted 


by a great majority; one of which 


wiſely 
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wiſely obſerved, that as the re-eſta- 
bliſhment of Paganiſm was the 
ultimate purpoſe of their delibera- 
tions, diſſimulation was unneceſſary; 
that, though the Chriſtian religion 
might do well enough for the vul- 
gar, yet, as the nobility, gentry, 
and clergy were already converted, 
the lower claſs of people would 
doubtleſs, in a ſhort time, follow 
the example of their ſuperiors, and 
the ſooner this conſummation was 
effected the better: for theſe rea- 
ſons he thought | hypocriſy an 

unneceſſary vice, eſpecially in a 
nation of philoſophers and free- 
thinkers, 


— 


— 


Matters 
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W --—— Matters being thus ſettled, I ſhall 


at 


now proceed to delineate the out- 
lines of your conduct on your firſt 
appointment to a curacy.. As 
much will depend on your appear- 
ance as a gentleman, you cannot be 
too attentive to your dreſs. Things 
are not yet ſo far advanced as to 
allow you to wear your hair in a 
bag, a club, or a queue; but a fri- 
zeur of any genius will manage your 
fore · top and ſide-curls fo as to give 
you the appearance, in front, of. 
a well-dreſt beau, and he will roll 
up the hair in. your poll ſo cloſe 
to your head, that, when you are 
viewed in the rear, you may be eaſily 


luppoſed 
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fappoſed to have your queue conceal- 
ed under the ſtanding collar of your 
coat. There is not the leaſt neceſſity 
for your frock being black: light 
grey is univerſally allowed, and as 
to your ſurtout, which you will 
wear at leaſt ſix months in the year, 
it may be a light drab, or any co- 
lour you think proper. The ce- 
lebrated Churchill, you know, 
carried his point in his diſpute with 
the biſhop, relative to leather 
breeches and white ſtockings, and 
ſince that memorable epocha, every 
dclergyman of taſte and ſpirit hath 
followed his example. His Hercu- 
lean club is no leſs worthy your imi- 

tation 
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tation: but this concerns your 
morning dreſs only. When you 
prepare for an aſſembly, black- ſat- 
ten waiſtcoat and. breeches are in- 
diſpenſible, Your knee-buckles 
muſt be of paſte, and thoſe in your 
ſhoes of filver, of the prince's 
laſt faſhion, and ſo large as to touch 
the ground on each ſide, weighing 
atleaſt a pound each buckle. Ruffles 
at the wriſts have not yet been intro- 
duced among divines, except when 
attached to lawn ſleeves; but there 
is no canon againſt chitterlings: ſo 
that you may exhibit as much cam- 
brick on your breaſt as would ſerve 


for both, Half way down this 
chiderling 
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chitterling you will affix a broch 
(Anglice, a ſpit) beſet with garnets 
or brilliant paſte. This pretty or- 
nament will be of great utility in 
employing your left hand whilft you 
are reading prayers :* by habit you 
will learn to finger it gracefully, 
and you will thereby attract the 
eyes of the female part of the con- 
gregation to the contemplation both 
of your bejou and of your fair 
hand. But, before I conclude the 
article of dreſs, let us not forget 
one very important circumſtance. 
I mean the cock of your hat. In 
former times, the hats of the clergy 
were only diſtinguiſbed from thoſe 

| of 
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of Quakers by a ſilk twiſted roll 
and roſe, Theſe have been long 
condemned as too pragmatical, Ac- 
cording to the. preſent clerical ten, 
you are to“ imitate, not Aminadab 
Broadbrim, but Captain Flaſh or 
Sergeant Kite, No article of dreſs 
indicates a man's character ſo diſtinct- 
ly as the cock of his hat. 


From the total inattention of our 
ſchools and univerſities to qualify 


you for a publick orator, you may 
poſſibly ſuppoſe that the manner of 
performing divine ſervice is a mat- 
ter of no importance. In this con- 
jecture you are miſtaken, A lit- 
| tle 
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tle reflection will convince you, that 
this inattention is the reſult of conſum- 
mate premeditation and deſign, The 
ſureſt means of getting rid of an 
'1nconvenient religion, is to con- 
vince the people of the inſincerity 
of their teachers, and that inſince- 
rity cannot be proved by any method 
ſo effectual, as by the manner of 
performing the ſervice. Now in or- 
der to promote the great delign to 
the utmoſt of your abilities, let it 
be your firſt care to read prayers 
with all poſſible rapidity. I knew 
aà young clergyman who could diſ- 
patch the morning ſervice in fif- 
teen minutes. He was indeed a 
ee youth 
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youth of extraordinary abilities, and 
has ſince been rewarded with a 
biſhoprick. In reading the leſſons, 
you muſt loll careleſsly on your 
left elbow, and in reading the pray. 
ers, as you know them by heart, 
you may amuſe yourſelf by ſurvey: 
ing the ſuſceptible part of your con- 
gregation; for as every female will 
take the compliment to herſelf, you 
will, by this means, eſtabliſh an in- 
tereſt in every family. 


As to your ſermons, never waſte 

a moment in compoſition. Truſler, 
chat ſincere and indefatigable friend 
to the clergy, will ſupply you with 

” a ſufficient 
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a {ſufficient number ſo well engraved, 
that not one of your congregation in 
the gallery above you can diſtinguiſh 
them from your own writing. Be- 
ſides, be your abilities ever ſo great, 
to compoſe your own ſermons, were, 
among the bucks of the cloth, 
an abſolute bore. This word bore is 
a faſhionable expreſſion, and 1t 1s the 
more valuable for not being found 
in any dictionary and having neither 
derivation nor intrinſick meaning. 
Jou cannot uſe it too often in your 
converſation with fine gentlemen 


and ladies. 
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The length of your ſermons muſt 
never exceed a quarter of an hour. 
The *ſquire, pleaſed with your volu- 
bility and diſpatch, will doubtleſs aſk 
vou to dine with him. When the 
victuals are on the table, he will tell 
you by a nod, that you are to ſay 
grace. On this occaſion, beware of 
Preſbyterian prolixity, or Puritanical 
gravity. A ſhort inſignificant ſen- 
tence, careleſsly pronounced, will 
create a prepoſſeſſion in your favour: 
and after dinner, when the ladies are 
retired, you may venture to whiſper 
ſo loud as to be heard, that you hope 
the *ſquire will not forget our old 
Friend, He will inſtantly fill a bum- 
Þ% 
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per, and ſwear that the young parſon 
is a damned honeft fellow. Take 

care never to let the bottle ſtand with 

you, and when the bells ceaſe chiming 
for evening prayers, fill your glaſs 

to the brim, drink the *ſquire's good 

health, and ſay that you will be with 
him again by the time the toaft has 
gone round. Lou then ſtride away 
to church, and read the ſervice 
-with the ſame unintelligible volubi- 
lity that you uſed to repeat your taſk 
when a ſchool-boy. You now find 
the great utility (which whilſt at 

' ſchool you did not comprehend) of 
reaching boys to gabble two ar three 
hundred lines of Horace or Virgil 
H 2 with 
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with the rapidity of the wheel of a 


water mill, 
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Tou now return to the *ſquire, 
who during your abſence has taken 
a ſhort nap. You obſerve that rea- 

ding prayers is a deviliſh dry buſi- 
neſs, then fill your glaſs and reſume 
the converſation, If it tujns on po- 
liticks, you will naturally praiſe or 
abuſe the miniſter according to the 
*ſquire's political creed ; but do not 
neglect the farſt opportunity of diſ- 

playing your knowledge of horſes 
and dogs, and of declaring your 
fondneſs for rural diverſions. Tell 
him that you are a dab at finding 


a hare, and that for breaking a 
pointer 


— 
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pointer you will not turn your back 
on any man in England, Tis ten 
to one that, before you part, he 
will make you a preſent of a hunter. 
In about two hours the *ſquire will 
have got his dbſe, You will then 
retire to your lodgings in proper cue 
to make love to the fair daughter 
of your hoſteſs. 


In your converſation with the 
jovial part of the pariſhioners, 
nothing will ſo effectually promote 
the great deſign of your miſſion as a 
frequent uſe of petty oaths; ſuch _ 
as, Od rabbit it—By jingo— By the 
Lord Harry As I hope to be ſhaved 
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——Odſounds—Cod's bodikins—Devil 


take me, and the like. But above all 
things, let me adviſe you to fur- 
niſh yourſelf with a ſufficient num- 
ber of bawdy alluſions and luſcious 
ſtories. Theſe your reading at the 
univerſity will abundantly ſupply. 
Such tales are moſt delightful when 
told by. the parſon. In company 
with your fair pariſhioners, you 
muſt never let ſlip any occaſion of 
introducing a wouble entendre. I 
knew a young clergyman, who, 
without any other -recommendation, 
made his fortune by marrying a rich 
widow. Chriſtening dinners, to 
which you will always be invited, 


never 
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never fail to produce this ſort of 
pleaſant converſation, The midwife 
and yourſelf muſt keep up the ſhuttle» 
cock. Remember, on theſe occa- 
ſions, not to leave your cork-ſcrew 
in your other breeches, It were 
better to forget your ſermon on - 
Sunday morning. 
Dinner being over and the cloth 
removed, when the ingredients for 
punch are ſet upon the table, draw 
the bowl towards you and proceed to 
cut the lemons, telling the gueſts; © 
that you have made more punch in 
your time than would float aman of 
war. The reputation of excelling 
H4 in 
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in this art will procure you many 
a good dinner: for, though in 
reality you may know but little of 
the matter, it is in this ſmall accom- 


pliſnment as in things of greater 
importance; if a man has but the 
aſſurance to puff himſelf, the world 
will give him credit for the ſuperi- 


ority he aſſumes. 


The nectar being now ready, like 
the divine in Hogarth's Midnigbt 
Converſation, you brandiſn the ladle 
and fill the glaſſes. In the capacity 
of hereditary toaſt-maſter, after 

drinking the young Chriſtian, you 
will give the following toaſts in 


regular 


— 
—— 
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regular ſucceſſion :—God ſpeed the 
plough—The old trade of baſket mak- 
ing—May good ſeed never be ſown in 
a barren ſoil. Theſe, you will obſerve 
to the company, winking? at the 
ſame time at the midwife, are 
ſtanding toaſts at a chriſtening. You 
may then entertain the good folks 
with a merry ſtory out of Joe Miller, and 
finally oblige them with two or three 
Bacchanalian ſongs. After a day 
thus ſpent, you will retire with the 
pleaſing reflexion of having ſtampt 


your character on the minds of your 


congregation, a character that can- 
not fail to exalt their devotion 
„ when 
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| when you next admoniſh thenr 
from the deſk or pulpit. 


Dancing at publick aſſemblies is- 
an amuſement, I had almoſt faid a 
duty, of all others the moſt-becom- 
ing and conſiſtent with the character 
of an Engliſh clergyman, There 
is ſomething ſo divine in the act of 
capering, like King David before 
the ark, to the ſcraping of a cracked 
Crowdero at a country hop, that I 
have often thought a congregation 
of pious Chriſtians would be much 
edified, if the young pomatomed, 
powdered, and perfumed curate, 
on his entering the church, were 
ſuffered 
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ſuffered to dance up the aiſle, with: 
the clerk. at his heels, to the tune 
of the Black Joke, played on the 
organ or baſſoon in the gallery; but 
if both theſe inſtruments are want- 
ing, I think it might be ſung by 
the clerk's wife, and, in that caſe, 
the words would add conſiderably 
to the effect. Seriouſly, if this ſo- 
lemn act of devotion were made a 
part of divine ſervice, the univer- 
fities would then think it neceſſary 
to inſtitute Dancing Profeſſorſhips, 
and, with that advantage, what a 


_ glorious figure would the young 


clergy make in country affembly- 
rooms, when now, without ever hav- 


ing 
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ing learnt to turn out their feet, hold 
up their heads, or wield their arms, 
their attitudes are ſo bewitchingly 
graceful, and they are already ſo 
nimble as to tread, not more than 
five or fix times in an evening, on 
their partner's toes, or kick the 
ſhins of the gentlemen next them. 
If the young clergy were thus pro- 
perly inſtructed by a courſe of lec- 
tures, illuſtrated with occaſional ca- 
perings by the profeſſor, we might 
ſoon expect to ſee them dance mi- 
nuets; an act of ſolemnity which 
they would doubtleſs perform in 
their robes. Onthe commencement 
of country dances, they might 
7 either 


» 
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either tuck up their gowns as the 
women do their long trails, or, like 
Venetian ſenators at a ball, ſtrip 


them off and dance in their caſ- 
ſocks. 


The inſtitution of Dancing Pro- 
feſſorthips would produce many 
conſiderable advantages to the cler- 
gy. It might annex to their firſt 
profeſſion, a ſecond infinitely more 
lucrative. The minor 'canons of 
Wincheſter and other places would 
not, if thus inſtructed, ſuffer a 
pack of F rench valets, barberg, 


and taylors, who never learned to 
dance, to amaſs fortunes by teach- 
ing 
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ing that art, whilſt themſelves are 
- ſtarving; and certainly it would be 
much better for the inferior clergy 
in London to figure on. the ſtage 
at the Opera-houſe, than to harraſs 
themſelves with reading prayers for 
; half. a- crown a time. That the 
you = clergy would very ſoon arrive 
at a conſiderable degree of profici- 
-ency in the art. of dancing, I am 
— convinced, from the example of 
a minor canon, who, without any 
instructions from a dancing maſter, 
could bop down twenty couple on 
Fe foot, with the other raiſed, 
like a Dutchman ſcating, and pointed 
W exactly 
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exactly at his partner's noſe. I never 


* Jaw fo fine an attitude 


I recommend the immediate cul- 
tivation of this noble art or ſcience, 
call it which you pleaſe, to the pre- 
ſent clergy; becauſe, though the 
Chriſtian religion may require danc- 
ing, it may not be tolerated by that 
which is to ſucceed. On the intro- 
duction of Paganiſm, the dancing 
days of the prieſthood may poſſi- 
bly be at an end; ſo that they 
ſhould make a proper uſe of the 
preſent moment. Cicero, in his 


defence of Murena, who was 
charged. by Cans with the crime of 
| .dancing, 
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dancing, admoniſhes the accuſer, 
e not to throw out ſuch a calumny 
ſo inconſiderately, or to call a Ro- 
man conſul a dancer; but to con- 
ſider, how many other crimes a man 
muſt be guilty of before that of 
dancing could be truly objected 


to him, ſince nobody ever danced, 
even in private, who was not either 
But Cicero was a 
Stoick, or rather of that ſect called 
Academics, who were ſomewhat 
rigid in their morals. The eſta- 
bliſned religion of the Romans, 
that is, the religion of the vulgar, cer- 


drunk or mad. 


tainly did not anathematize dancers 
in general, though probably the 


_— augurs 


THE CLERGY. 113 


augurs and other holy perſonages 
might deem the diverſion of dancing 


a profanation of their character. 


Eſtabliſhed religions ought to 
concern only the uninformed part 
of mankind. The nobility, gen- 
try, and particularly the clergy, 
have, from their rank and ſuperior 
underſtanding, an indiſputable pri- 


vilege to form each his own creed, 
to think freely and a& accordingly. 
This was preciſely the caſe among 
the Greeks and Romans. Their 
prieſts, nobles, and gentlemen, 
were all philoſophers of ſome pecu- 
liar ſect; Stoicks, Peripatetics, 

I Academics, 
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Academics, or Epicureans, yet pro- 
feſſing the eſtabliſhed religion. 
Hence the infinite _ſuperiority of | 
Paganiſm over Chriſtianity, The 


inventors of the latter committed 
a very great miſtake in compelling 
all ranks of men, even the clergy 
themſelves, to the obſervance of 


the ſame moral and religious duties ; 

and, which is particularly hard upon 

the clergy, theſe moral and religious 
duties are incompatible with the 

Full enjoyment of thoſe good things 

for the attainment of which eccle- 
* ſiaſtical di gnities and emoluments 
were ordained, and without which 

a curacy were equal to a biſhoprick. 

On 
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On theſe conſiderations it is 
wiſely determined to get rid of 
Chriſtianity with all convenient 
ſpeed, and to eſtabliſh the religion 
of the enlightened Greeks and Ro- 
mans in its ſtead. Hence you dif- 
cover the reaſon for taking ſo much 
pains to inſtruct the young gentle- 
men deſigned for the church, in 
the myſteries of heathen mythology, | 
and for the total neglect of the 
Goſpel 1a ail our ſchools and uni- 


verſities. 


According to the ſyſtem of the 
ancients, every man will be at li- 
berty to chuſe his own ſect. The 


12 clerov 


116 ADVACE TO 


clergy have unanimouſly reſolved 
upon that of Epicurus. This re- 
ſolution is certainly moſt pious 
and honeſt. Their tenets and their 
lives will then no longer contradict 
each other, and they will be relieved 
from the impertinent admonitions of 
an internal monitor. Pleaſure being 
profeſſedly, as diſciples of Epicu- 
rus, their ſummum bonum, they will 
indulge in every luxury of the 
table without any impeachment of 
their moral character. 


I remember to have dined fome 
time ago, at a friend's houſe, in 
company with about a dozen of his 
To acquaintance 
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acquaintance, amongſt which fat 
a grave divine. The lady at the 
head of the table aſked him what 
part of the fowl he choſe? He an- 
fwered, A wing. Now, whether he 
ſpoke ſo as not to be heard, or 
whether the lady, in imitation of 
great perſonages, had acquired a 
habit of aſking queſtions without 
attending to the anſwers, it is very 
certain ſhe did not hear him, and 
proceeded to help the reſt of 
the company, The parſon, like 
a ſtaunch pointer, kept his eye 
ſteadily fixed on the game. Three 
of the four wings were already diſ- 
tributed, Have you never been 

3 5 
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in a cock-pit when the laſt deciſive 
battle of the main was in ſuſpence? 
if not you can form no adequate 
idea of the poignant anxiety at this 
moment viſible in the face of this 
preacher of ſeIf-denial. But, when he 
ſaw her plunge her fork into the 
fourth and laſt wing, his patience 
inſtantly forſook him, and he exclaim- 
ed, with the voice of a Stentor, “ For 
God's ſake, madam, a wing! —at 
the ſame time, by the agitation of 
his elbow overturning the oyſter- 
ſauce into his neighbour's lap. 


The rage of appetite was never 
more forcibly depicted than in the 


ſcene 
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ſcene which I have thus attempted 
to deſcribe; but it beggars all de- 
ſcription. The pencil of a Ho- 
garth, or the lecture of an Alexander 
Stevens, would have come nearer 
the original. Now the ungovern- 
able appetite of this reverend di- 
vine became ridiculous and deſpi- 
cable, chiefly from a recollection of 
the precepts of Chriſtianity. If he 
had been an Epicurean ex profeſſo, 
his anxiety would have appeared 
perfectly characteriſtic. This per- . 
petual claſhing of _precept with * 


example, is, in truth, ſo glaring that 
it muſt unavoidably expoſe the Chriſ- | 
tan clergy toconſtant ridicule, and 

Wy particu- 
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particularly thoſe of the reformed 
churches, who have imprudently ex- 
poſed the Goſpel to the examination 


of the vulgar. When thoſe who 
profeſs themſelves the diſciples of 


the meek, the humble Jeſus, and 
the ſucceſſors of the indigent apoſ- 
tles, are obſerved lolling in their 
coaches, and indulging themſelves 
in every refinement of extreme lux- 
ury, preaching mortification, yet 
rioting in Lxceſs, Candour ſtands 
amazed, and pronounces them infi- 
dels, that ſhe may not call them 
ideots or madmen, Would any 
man in his ſenſes proſtitute himſelf 


to a miniſter in expectation of a 
richer 
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richer ſee ?— Would the whole body 


of the clergy tread ſo eagerly on each 
other's heels in purſuit of wealth, 
if they believed it © eafter for a 
camel to go through the eye of a needle, 
than for a rich man to enter the 


kingdom of Heaven? Your Reve- 


rences will tell me there is a miſtake 


in the tranſlation; that for came! > 
we ſhould read cable. Be it ſo; 


even a cable would require a needle 
of no inconſiderable fize. But ſup- 
poſe, for needle you were to read 
fiddle, and for eye, belly. A cable, 


or even a camel, if it were a young 


one, would paſs with eaſe through 
— — — — — —— 
the 
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the belly of the baſs fiddle built 


for rf: comin _ nk tl 


You ko heard, no doubt, for 
the newſpapers have been full of it, of 


a late confederation in Germany, 
in order to prevent the Emperor 


from exchanging a part of his do- 
minions for thoſe of another poten- 


tate, This was all a mere pretence, 
It was in fact a general council or 
convocation of legates and plenipo- 


tentiaries, for the ſole purpoſe of ex- 


tirpatigg the _ Chriſtian religion. 


The cardinal legate from his Holi- 
neſs opened the convocation from. 
the chair, by a very elaborate and 


learned 
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learned ſpeech; in which, after dwell- 
ing for ſome time on the Pope's. 
condeſcenſion in conſulting with here- 
tics, he obſerved, that religions, 
like empires, have a beginning; 
an achma, and an end; that it was 
now time to throw off the maſk ; 
that the Roman Catholic ſyſtem was 
not calculated for a- philoſophic age 
like the preſent ; that his Holineſs 
had loft all his authority over the 
conſciences both of princes and of 
their ſubjects that he was weary of 
a diſſimulation by which even his 


own immediate ſubjects were not 
deceived ; that his dominions, 


which under a pagan government 


was 
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was the moſt populous, fertile, and 
delightful country in the world, was 
a mere deſart; that a conſcientious 


— 


chriſtian, conſiſtent with the humi- 

—  —— — 
lating principles of his religion, 
could neither be a pope, a cardinal, 
a biſhop, nor even a prebendary ; 
that upon mature conſideration and 


conſultation with his cardinals, it 
was the unanimous opinion of the 
conſiſtory, that the religion of the 
ancient, Greeks and Romans was 
much better adapted to the nature 
of man, and the dignity and influ- 
ence of the prieſthood ; that the an- 


— — —— + 


cient oracles were of greater autho- 


rity than papal bulls; that the flight 
of 
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of birds and the inſpection of guts 
were bettet engines of ſtate than de- 


crees of councils; that the return 


to Paganiſm from Chriſtianity was 
much eaſier than was .1magined ; 
that the worſhip of idols was the 
ſame in both religions; that pro- 
pheſies, prodigies, and miracles, 
were equally common among the 
Romans ; that their high prieſt was 
a pope, and their augurs cardinals; 
that the veſtal virgins were nuns; 
that their infernal regions was our 
hell, and their Pluto the devil.“ 


This ſenſible harangue was re- 
ceived with univerſal applauſe. 
Baron 
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Baron von Klinkenhauſen, plenipo- 
tentiary from his Imperial Majeſty, 
now roſe ; and, after a proper com- 
pliment to the cardinal, declared 
it to be the emperor's opinion, that 
in matters of religion his holineſs 
had an indiſputable right to com- 
mand obedience; that he had no 
objection to any religion, except 
that of Mahomet ; that he ſhould 
be very glad to get rid of his con- 
feſſor and of every other impertinent 
eccleſiaſtic; that convents would 
make excellent barracks for his 
ſoldiers ; and that nothing would 
give him greater pleaſure, than to 
give huſbands from his army to 


twenty 


TAE 


twenty thouſand nuns, that were now 


languiſhing, to the diigrace of huma- 


nity, 1n rigorous confinement. 


Prince Powwowwnt2tzarrotzky. 
plenipotentiary from her imperial 
majeſty of all the Ruſſias, ſpoke next. 
« His imperial miſtreſs, he ſaid, 
chearfully acceded to the general 
deſign of extirpating a religion, the 
fundamental doctrines of which 
confined the ſublime ambition of 
princes within the narrow limits of 
groveling morality; a religion that 
made no diſtinction between the 
right and wrong of an emprels and 
that of a beggar; a religion that 

Was 
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was a perpetual check to conqueſt, 
and to every great political deſign; 
a religion that would not authorize 
capital revenge for the greateſt do- 
meſtic injuries. For theſe reaſons, 
he ſaid, the introduction of Pagan- 
iſm ſhould have his hearty concur- 
rence; provided there were in that 
religion nothing contrary to the di- 


verſion of the Knaut.“ 


Monſieur Papillon, the French 
miniſter, made a ſhort ſpeech, in 
which he obſerved, that the mem- 
bers of the Royal Academy of Sci- 
ences were already converted; that 
provided the new religion did not 


interfere 
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interfere with the privilege of giving 
fathions to all Europe, face-daubing, 
dancing, hair-dreſſing, conjugal gal- 
lantry, and the royal chaſe, his Moſt 
Chriſtian Majeſty could have no ob- 
jection; yet on this condition, that 
henceforward, in lieu of his Moſt 

Cbriſtian, he ſhould aſſume the title 
of his Moſt Pagan Majeſty.” 


Don Fandango, the plenipo. of 
the Catholic King, riſing flow and 
ſolemn, began his ſpeech with an 
eulogy on the wiſdom of his royal 
maſter, calling him, moſt juſtly, the 
Solomon of the age. The king of 
Spain, he ſaid, was permitted by his 

K confeſſor 
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confeſſor to believe, that religion 
was invented for the ſole benefit 
of prieſts and princes ; that when 
the auſterity of monks begins to ex- 
cite contempt and ridicule, it is 
time to give up the game ; that 
Saint Cybele would naturally ſuper- 
ſede the holy Virgin, being not 
only the mother, but alſo the grand- 
mother of the gods ; that Saint Nep- 
tune was infinitely preferable to 
SaintAnthony as a preacher to fiſhes ; 
that Saint Chriſtopher was a mere 
boy, when compared to Saint Her- 


cules; that Saint Mars, though leſs 
cruel, delights ſufficiently in human 


blood to ſucceed Saint Dominic as 
5 | patron 
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patron of the Inquiſition ; that Saint 
Venus might ſupply the place of 
Saint Mary Magdalen; and that 
the Carmelites cannot have a better 
patron than Saint Priapus. Don 
Fandango, after a ſhort pauſe, con- 
cluded his ſpeech with ſaying, that 
as the word catholic had no more 
reference to chriſtianity than to any 
other religion, he hoped his majeſty 
of Spain would be permitted to re- 
tain his preſent title of diſtinction; 
that he was authorized to aſſent to 
the introduction of the ancient re- | 
ligion, provided his Catholic Majeſty 

might be indulged in the amuſe- 


K 2 ment 
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ment of ſlaying Indians, burning 
Jews, and ſhooting ſparrows, 


Lieutenant - general Frederick 
Stimme, his Pruſſian Majeſty's ple- 
nipotentiary, now roſe, ** His royal 
maſter's ſentiments, he ſaid, con- 
cerning religion were ſufficiently 
known by his poetical epiſtles; 
that his quondam intimate friend 
Voltaire had opened his eyes in re- 
gard to Chriſtianity, that having 
read a French tranſlation of the 
poet Lucretius, he was himſelf a con- 
firmed Epicurean; and that he had in 
his ſervice a hundred thouſand Peri- 
patetic Philoſophers ready to main- 
a 5 tain 
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rain the religion of the ancients by 
arguments of great weight,” 


The next and laſt miniſter pleni- 
potentiary that ſpoke, was a Myn 
Heer van Bos, © It was well known, 
he ſaid, to all Europe, that their 
High Mightineſſes had never wor- 
ſhipped any other deity than the 
God Mercury; that ſince they had 
been informed that the diſciples of 
Zeno, called Stoicks, were as 
ſtauach predeſtinarians as Calvin 
himſelf; that as, according to the 
Pythagoreans, one might hope, in 
a future ſtate, to animate the body 


of a hog, a metamorphoſis more 
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congenial to the ſoul of a Dutchman, 
than to make an angel and a trum- 
peter of it, eſpecially as the Dutch 
have no taſte for muſic; and that 
ſince an Engliſh calviniſtical teacher 
and philoſopher had already let 
the cat out of the bag, their 
High Mightineſſes would readily 
accede to the reſolution of extirpating 
Chriſtianity, with the conſent and 
approbation of the king of France; 
provided they might be allowed to 
wear fix pair of breeches, to ſmoke 
tobacco from morning 'till night, 
to feaſt upon Scottiſh herrings, and 
to cheat all mankind in the way of 
; | trade,” 
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trade,” To this reaſonable ſtipula- 


tion the cardinal nodded his aſſent. 


This preliminary buſineſs being 
ended, his eminence was about to 
diſmiſs the aſſembly, when a lank- 
haired North- American ambaſſador 
thundered with his heel againſt 
the door. The ſentinel, it ſeems, 
taking him for a pickpocket, had 
kicked him down ſtairs, The car- 
dinal, being informed who he was, 
ordered the door- keeper to tell him, 
that he could not poſſibly be ad- 
mitted : firſt, becauſe he had neither 
the manners nor appearance of a 
gentleman; and ſecondly, becauſe 


3 the. 
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the duplicity, diſhoneſty, and nau- 
ſeous hypocritical cant of the two 
North-American ſaintg was too 


notorious not to be a ſcandal to any 
religion. 


— 


His excellency the American am- 
baſſador being thus diſmiſſed, the 
door - keeper announced one Ami- 
nadab Prim, a choſen veſſel, ſent 
by the people called Quakers. He 
was ordered to be admitted; but 
not chuſing to take off his hat, he 
was immediately turned out again, 
and told, that nothing could be 
more abſurd than for the Quakers 


to wiſh to change their religion, 
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when all the world knew that they 
had no religion at all. 


There remained yet another am- 
baſſador at the door, who earneſtly 


craved admittance. His name, he 


ſaid, was Tom Netherſole, a ſhoe- 
maker by trade, but by the call 


of the Holy Spirit, a preacher of 


damnation; that he was deputed by 


a religious ſe& called Methodiſts. 
Being admitted, and allowed to de- 
clare the purport of his embaſſy, 
he began his ſpeech ; but, being 
unable to utter a ſingle ſentence with 


grammatical accuracy ſufficient to 


render his language intelligible to 


the 
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the interpreter, he was deſired to 
withdraw. 


Poſſibly you may be ſurpriſed 
that no plenipotentiary from Eng- 
land appeared in this congreſs but 
your ſurpriſe will ceaſe, When you 
recollect that the church of Eng- 
land is a kind of olio, compoſed 
of Popery, Lutheraniſm, and Cal- 
viniſm, and that it muſt therefore 
ſtand or fall with theſe three pillars, 
on which it was raiſed, 


_ Having thus, to the beſt of my 
information, given you a faithful 


account of the Continental Congreſs, 
it 
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it remains only to adviſe, that, 
in your future conduct, you con- 
ſtantly bear in mind the great 
project of the total overthrow of 
Chriſtianity, and the eſtabliſhment of 
the more convenient religion of the 
ancient Romans. Nothing will more 
effectually promote this laudable 
deſign, than a conſtant diſregard of 
the duties and abſtinances poſitively 
enjoined by Chriſtianity. The peo- 
ple fix their eyes with great atten- 
tion on the clergy, and are more 
influenced by their conduct than 
by their preaching. Whenever you 


preach a charity ſermon, you muſt 
not, on any account, give ſixpence 
out 
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out of your own pocket ; ſuch an 
act would lead the people to ſuppoſe 
that you- poſſeſſed-a ſmattering of 
| Chriſtian. charity; a ſuppoſition 
that might prejudice the congrega- 
tion in favour of a religion, which 
they muſt be prepared to relinquiſh 
for a better. I do- not adviſe you, 
in imitation. of a certain Tſraelitiſh' 
dotok® to pocket any of the caſh 
collected on theſe occaſions, becauſe 
Pagans would have beheld ſuch an 
act of villainy with aſtoniſhment 
and horror, : 


If peradventure you reſide in the 
country, there are two things, which, 


la) Fd Do of 
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if properly attended to, will give 
you a good chance for a fat living; 
or, if you have one already, for a 
ſecond; theſe are, conſtantly hunt- 
ing with the peer or 'ſquire, and 
playing at backgammon with him 
on a rainy day, I never behold a 
reverend Nimrod flying over a five- 
bar-gate, that I am not ſtruck with 
his reſemblance to Jeſus Chriſt 
riding to Jeruſalem on an aſs. 


I have now nothing further to ad- 
viſe except that you render yourſelf 
ſerviceable at the general election for 
the county or borough in which you 
reſide, by getting drunk every night 

| with 
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with the dubious voters, and ha- 
ranguing the mob every morning 
from the huſtings, in the noble atti- 
tude of Raphael's Paul preaching at 
Athens. By thus rendering yourſelf 
conſpicuous, poſſibly ſome rich pa- 
triot, enamoured of your talents and 
political doctrine, may adopt you for 
his heir: you may then aſſume a new 
character, and, like a butterfly, 
depoſit your name and exunviæ 
together. 


THE CLERGY. 143 


% 


HAAR 


ADVICE TO. PREBENDARIES, 


N conſequence of a proper atten- 

1 tion to the admonitions con- 
tained in the preceeding chapters, 
you are now a canon of Windſor, or 
prebendary of Durham, Canterbury, 
E Wincheſter, or ſome other opulent 
ce l. You have beſides, liv- 
ings of five or ſix hundred a-year, 
where the duty is done by your curates 
for thirty or at moſt forty pounds 
per annum each. If they happen 
to have wives and families, they may 
„„ 
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. poſſibly have frequent occaſion to 
exert their ceconomical faculties. 
- So much the better. Luxury in the 
inferior clergy is a vice. The apoſtles 
were all poor men. Parſon Adams, 
to the beſt of my recollection, had 
not above twenty pounds . a-year, 
and yet he was perfectly contented 
and happy. Theſe arguments, if 
they ſhould preſume to complain, 
will ſtop their mouths; beſides. cu- 
rates are a mere drug; ſo that they 
may decamp whenever they pleaſe. 


An advertiſement in the Papers will 
give you the choice of half a ſcore. 


Charity begins at home. A pre- 
bendary has occaſion for every ſhil- 
| ling 
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ling of his revenue. He muſt 
keep ſervants, a good table, and a 
carriage. His wife and daughters 
muſt dreſs faſhionably, frequent 
publick diverſions, and play at 
cards, 


Cards are now no longer the 
amuſement, but the principal oc⸗ 
cupation, the buſineſs of the polite 
world: therefore, as moſt of your 
time muſt be appropriated to this 
rational, this inſtructive, this phi- 
ſophical, this moral employment, 
you cannot ſpend your mornings 
better than in the ſtudy of Hoyle, 
which, with the other red book, will 
G - ſuffici- 
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ſufficiently occupy all your leiſure. 
The reſt of your library is totally 
-uſeleſs, except now and then a Re- 
vice, in order to enable you to 
give your opinion occaſionally on 
recent publications. Books of 
| Divinity are quite out of the queſ- 


tion: of theſe you have read 


enough when you had no better 
employment: beſides, in the preſent 
conſtitution of things, they are all 
become obſolete. 


If, out of frolic, you ſhould at 
any time chuſe to preach a ſermon, 
let the ſubject be ſome myſtical point 
of divinity; ſo that it may be to- 

tally 
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rally unintelligible to the congrega- 
tion. The people of which con- 
gregations are generally compoſed 
admire moſt what they leaſt under- 
ſtand. As -to the Chriſtian duties 
of humility, charity, abſtinence, 
mortification, and ſelf-denial, they 
might do well enough whilſt you 
were a poor curate, Such topicks: 


would now give occaſion to invidi- 
-ous reflexions: they are. duties, 
with which, in your preſent ſitua - 
tion, you have no concern. I re- 
member a young clergyman's preach- 
ing a ſermon againſt adultery, who 
the night, before had been ſurprized 
in bed with the wife of one of his f 
L 2 pariſh- Z 
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pariſhioners. As he came out-of 
the church, the injured huſband 


ſeized him by the collar and-threw 


him into a horſe· pond. 


We learn. from an old adage, 
that a man is beſt known by the 
character of his aſſociates. For this 
reaſon, I muſt admoniſh you not to 
admit the minor canons to.any de- 
gree of familiarity. They are:poor, 
and conſequently men of-no charae= 
ter. You may-employ them as pre- 
ceptors to 'your children, or to 
ſuperintend your houſehold during 
your abſence, and you may now 
and then admit them to your table 

| when 
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when you have no better company. 
When you want to get rid of them, 
as ſoon. as they have drank Church 
and King, you may take out. your 
watch, : and, looking towards the 
bottom of the table, ſay, you 
fancy it is almoſt time for evening 
prayers, When theſe thread-bare 
drudges are gone, you puſh back. 
your wig, ſeat . yourſelf afreſh. 
on your chair, open your counte- 
nance, and, patting the lid of 
your ſnuff-box, facetiouſly apolo- 
gize to the company for the neceſſity 
of now and then admitting infe- 
riors to onc's table. Lou then whiſ⸗ 
per a toaſt to the baronet, on your 
L 3 right 
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right hand, and, ſetting down your 
glaſs, you exclaim, Vive la bagatelle. 
Thus the laick part of the 
company are relieved from all re- 
ſtraint, and the evening is ſpent 
in ſocial jocundity and eaſe, ' About 
eight o'clock, tea being announced, 
you join the ladies in the drawing- 
room, where the card- tables being 
1 prepared, the company ſits down 


to crown whiſt, with half a guinea 
or a guinea on the rubber, and you 
break up between eleven and 
twelve. Such were the lives of 
the apoſtles and primitive fathers of 


the church. e belong lo. 


If 
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If there happens to be a com- 
pany of ſtrolling players in the 
town, three nights in the week, 
attended by your wife and daughters, 


ll 


you may ſpend at the theatre; but 


you muſt not ſo. far forget your 


rank as to mix with the actreſſes 


behind the ſcenes z. that» privilege. 


belongs to the younger clergy. 


Plays, you know, afford a. moſt 


rational entertainment; and that they 


have a natural tendency to pro- 


mote morality, is evinced by the 


virtuous lives of thoſe who frequent 


the theatres, 


13 4 But, | 
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But, though this neceſſary round 


of amuſements will occupy much 
the greateſt part of your time, 
buſineſs muſt not be entirely ne- 
glected. The ſtudy of the two 
red books, with the perfect know- 
ledge of which your intereſt is ſo 
inſeparably connected, muſt, on 
no account, be omitted. One will 
teach you how to fill your card- 
purſe, and from the other you 
will learn the names of the great men 
in power, whom you are to court 


in expectation of a biſhoprick. 
Theſe ſevere ſtudies will generally 


employ your morning hours: never- 


theleſs, you will find it neceſſary 
| to 
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to appropriate ſome portion of your 
time to the receipt of your rents, 
and correſpondence with your curates 
concerning your tythes. You will 
allo have frequent occaſion to write 
letters to the lawyers and attornies 
employed in carrying on law ſuits 
againſt your pariſhioners. On this 
ſubject let me conjure you never to 
let the feelings of humanity claſt 
with the ſacred intereſt of the 


church, nor warp the pious ſeverity of 
divine juſtice. If you yourſelf were 
only concerned in theſe litigations, 
you would be the laſt man in the 
world to ruin a poor man for the 
non-payment of his rent, his tythe, 

OF 
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or modus; but this is the cauſe of 
the church, of religion, of the 
whole body. of the clergy to the 
lateſt poſterity-: beſides to-ſpeak the 


truth, theſe farmers are ſuch a pack 


of raſcals that they. deſerve no 
compaſſion.” | 


I have promiſed to conduct you 
to the ſummit of eccleſiaſtical dig- 
nity and preferment; and I will 
fulfill that promiſe :. but I muſt 
inform you, that your attention to 
my admonitions muſt. increaſe in 
proportion to your proximity to 
the goal. Never forget that the 
king makes biſhops, and that, 

conle- 
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conſequently, the miniſter for the 
time being is your ſole object. 
You are not yet ſufficiently elevated 
to make a point blank attack on a 
chancellor of the exchequer;. but 
by gradually extending your 
influence in the corporation, and 
among the voters for the county 
in your ſeveral pariſhes, © you will 
in time attain the honour of being 
mentioned to him. by the peer that 
makes the members; and your inte- 
reſt at court will increaſe in propor- 
tion to the increaſe of your parlia- 
mentary intereſt in the county. 
Mean while, you muſt be exceed- 


ingly careful, even when converſ- 
| 8 
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ing with your moſt intimate friends, 
never to let ſlip a ſingle patriotick 
expreſſion, nor ſeem diſſatisfied with 
taxes nor with any other meaſure 
of government. There are indeed 
many examples in our hiſtory of 
turbulent men forcing themſelves 
into power by oppoling the mi- 


niſter; but, in the eccleſiaſtical 


line, that method does not ſucceed; 


it is therefore wiſely abandoned. 


As to the wiſdom and honeſty 
of the miniſter, they are no concern 
of yours. If you ſuffer conſcience 
to obſtruct your road to preferment, 


I have done with you at once; and 


the 
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the beſt advice I can give you, is 
to retire to one of your livings 
in the country, and ſpend the re- 
mainder of your life in obſcurity. 
But, Sir, I preſume you have had 
a liberal education,. and that you 


have. by this time, ſhook off the tra- 
mels of a religion of which humility, 


ſcrupulous integrity, and ſelf. de- 


nial are the fundamental principles; 


à religion, that preſents an inſur- 
mountable bar to the attainment of 


wealth, rank, and power, the deſide- 
rata of all mankind, Your ſuperi- 


ors, in compliance with the times, 
have ſkipt over this bar with great 
agility. They yet preſerve the 


{ſemblance 
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ſemblance of the old impracticable 
religion; but it requires very lit- 
tle penetration to diſcover, that they 
are ſincere proſelytes to the doctrines 
-of that ſublime philoſopher Epicurus 
4 -who laughed at divine providence, 
= who proved beyond a doubt tha: the 
ſoul dies with the body, and whoſe 
ſummum bonum was pleaſure. 


CHAP- 


0 


HE CLERGY. rx9 


CHATESS VI. 


ADVICE TO A BISHOP, 


| HUS inſtructed, you have 

4 ſeized ſome golden opportu- 
nity of being ſerviceable to the mi- 
niſter. You have abuſed the oppo- 
ſition in a pamphlet. You have 
flattered his confidential ſecretary in 
the dedication of a volume of ſer- 
mons, written by one of your curates. 
You have turned the ſcale of a con- 
teſted election. You have preſented a 


Spaniſh lap- dog to a favourite miſ- 
treſs. For theſe ſervices you are re- 


warded with a Welſh biſhoprick. 
=o 5 Give 
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Give me leave therefore to congratu- 


late your lordſhip on having, at once, 
ſtept over the head of every commoner 


in the kingdom, and being honourably 
ſeated among the peers in the upper 
- houſe. You can hardly forbear laugh- 
ing when you firſt rake your ſeat on 
| thexeverend bench; but, my lord, 
you muſt now learn to laugh in your 


ſleeve. Notwithſtanding what you 
have retained in commendam, you 
have not much increaſed your 
income; but the ſame line of con- 
duct, relative to the miniſter forthe 
time being, with a ſteady reſolution 
to ſupport all his meaſures, good or 
bad, in the houſe of Lords, will 

infallibly 
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infallibly ſecure you a ſpeedy tranſ- 


lation to a better ſee. 


Thus elevated, your lordſhip 
| will be fully convinced how neceſſary 
itis to exchange the Chriſtian reli- 
gion for one of greater latitude; 
for, though in voting with a pro- 
fligate, ſanguinary miniſter, you are 
kept in countenance by a very great 
majority of your bench; yet you 
will obſerve in all their faces a bluſh 
of conſcience, which it is impoſſible 
entirely to ſuppreſs; and probably 
when you retire into your cloſet, and 
commune with your own heart, you 
may not be quite ſo happy as if no 


NM ſuch 
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ſuch religion as Chriſtianity had ever 
exiſted, Lord Lyttelton (I think it is 
Lord Lyttelton) in one of his Dia- 
logues makes the ſpeaker obſerve, 
that there is no ſituation ſo deplora- 
ble, as that in which a man is under 
the neceſſity of acting contrary to 
the dictates of his conſcience. It 
is indeed a very deplorable ſituation ; 
and for that reaſon, to uſe a more fa- 
ſhionable word, Chriſtianity is certain- 
ly a bore. 


Now, my lord, this watchful 
inmate conſcience is entirely govern- 
ed, not by the religion we profeſs, 
but by that in which we believe; 
4 therefore 
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therefore get rid of Chriſtianity, and 
conſcience will give you very lit- 
tle trouble. Surely few arguments 
are ſufficient to perſuade a man to 
do every thing in his power to ſi- 
lence ſo impertinent a monitor. But, 
in the laudable defign of introducing 
Paganiſm into this kingdom, you are 
urged by a ſtill ſtronger motive; a 
motive that, like a ſnow-ball, ga- 
thers weight as you roll upwards 
towards Lambeth. Yes, my lord, 
like Siſyphus, you will have up-hill 
work of it; but with my aſſiſtance 
you will infallibly reach the ſummit 
at laſt, Chriſtianity may do well 
enough for a poor curate ; but cer- 

M 2 tainly 
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tainly no religion in the world vas 
ever leſs calculated for a biſhop. 
Stimulated by this additional motive, 
you will doubtleſs neglect no oppor- 
tunity of promoting the great work; 
bur the final conſummation muſt 
not be attempted until the plot is 


ripe for execution, and your lord- 


ſhip has obtained archipiſcopal dig- 
nity and power. Meanwhile, in 
converting the inferior clergy, you 
will have great influence; which in- 
fluence will be in proportion to the 
magnitude of your patronage. 


Preaching, I confeſs, is no part 


of the dutꝑ of a biſhop : nevertheleſs 
| I muſt 
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] muſt adviſe you to mount the pul- 
pit now and then, in order to pre- 
pare the common people (of which 
all congregations conſiſt) for the in- 
tended cataſtrophe; for though 
the people of England have been 
ever ready to follow the example 
of their kings in the change of reli- 
gion, it was not effected without 
the elocution and example of the 
clergy. In this caſe borrowed diſ- 


courſes will not anſwer the purpoſe. 
You muſt now fit down to write 
your own ſermons, which you will 


eaſily compile from the writings of 
the heathen philoſophers. You will 


naturally begin with thoſe , whole 
M 3 religion 
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religion differed leaſt from Chriſtiani- 

ty: I mean Socrates, Plato and 
Cicero, the great ornaments of the 
Academic ſet, \ 


If your lordſhip ſhould be at 2 
loſs for a text, I will venture to 
recommend the following wiſe ſaying 
of the firſt of theſe ſages: A 7 

| >> how is, that 1 know nothing, —lf 
it ſhould make the congregation 
laugh, ſo much the better. It will 


open their hearts, and prepare them 
for the cordial reception of your 


doctrine. Men are never ſo open to 
conviction as when they are in a 
good humour. Whitfield, the 


great \ 
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great apoſtle of the Methodiſts, 
whoſe knowledge of mankind was 
indiſputable, found his audience 
never better difpoſed to ſhudder at 
damnation, than after telling them 
a merry ſtory about a leg of mutton 
and turnips. St. Juſtin Martyr, 
you know, my lord, entertained. 
ſo high an opinion of Socrates, that 
he thought it poſſible he might be 
ſaved; and Eraſmus tells us, that, 
as often as he conſidered the beha- 
viour of this great mar at the time 
of his death, he could with diffi- 
culty refrain from exclaiming, Sane 
Socrates, ora pro nobis e hat he 
poſſeſſed true Chriſtian forbearance 


Sed = 
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is evident from his not beating his 
wife. Laertius tells us, that when 


Alcibiades aſked him, how he could 
poſſibly bear with ſuch a vixen ? 
he anſwered, that by exerciſing his 


patience ſhe taught him to bear the 
other evils of lite with reſignation, 


As to Plato, he was ſo far a Chril- 
tian, that he believed the exiſtence 


of God, the immortality of the 
ſoul, and a future ſtate of reward 
and puniſhment, He was of opi- 
nion, that happineſs conſiſts in vir- 
tue and a competency, By compe- 
tency he certainly meant as much 


as would enable one to live like a 
gentleman. 
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gentleman, I have no doubt that 
he would have allowed a biſhop 
from three to ten thouſand a-year. 
This divine philoſopher believed alſo 
in the exiſtence of demons, which, 
you know, my lord, are our own 
devils.” I need not tell a perſon of your 
lordſhip's erudition, that the pri- 
mitive fathers of the Chriſtian 
church were moſt of them followers 
of Plato, and that he is highly ſpoken 
of in their writings; particularly 
by St. Ambroſe, St. Denis, St. Au- 
ouſtine, Euſebius, Bafil, Origen, 
Theodoret, Cyril, Alexandrinus, | 
Lactantius, &c. St. Avguſtin, 
in the ſeventh book of his Confeſſions, 


a2CKnows 
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acknowledges, that in the books of 
the ancient philoſophers he had 
found almoſt the whole of the be- 
ginning of the Goſpel of St. John. 
Euſebius was firmly of opinion that 
Plato was“ * Trinitarian. Euſebius 
was certainly right; for we are 
aſſured by Zonares (your lordſhip 
has read Zonares) that in the reign: 
of Conſtantine the fixth, his body 
was found with a plate of gold hung 
round his neck, importing, that 
Chriſt ſhould be born of a virgin; 

and that he believed in him by 
anticipation, 
1G Klarer 


Plato; | 
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Plato, I think, died about 350 
years before the incarnation: ſo 
that his prophetick powers ſeem to 
have ſtretched into futurity as far as 
the generality of our own Jewiſh pro- 
phets. With regard to the magni- 
tude of his faith, it muſt be calcu- 
lated from the birth of Chrift in- 
verſely. Now the merit of a be- 
hever, calculating forward from the 
event, increaſes only in arithmetical 
progreſſion ; but, in a retrograde cal- 
culation, the progreſſion is geometri- 
cal; becauſe it requires a much greater 
degree of faith to believe an event 


before it happens, than after, Hence 
it is evident, that though the faith 
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of us believers of the preſent age be 
much more meritorious than that of 
the primitive Chriſtians, yet we are 
outdone by Plato in a proportion 
almoſt beyond calculation : ſo that, 
though Juſtin Martyr might enter- 
tain ſome doubt of the ſalvation of 
Socrates, we may be very certain 
that Plato is in Heaven; or at leaſt, 
that he will go thither after his 
eſcape from purgatory, in which 
place he muſt probably ſpend ſome 
ages, as it does not appear that 
his original fin was ever waſhed 
away by baptiſm. What number of 
years this purgative operation may 
| require, am not theologiſt enough 
to 
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to determine: it ſeems however 
but reaſonable, that a man, 
who believed a Tartarus, ſhould 
ſpend ſome little time in it. He 
calls it the priſon of the wicked, 
and ſuppoſed it to be in the centre 
of the earth, as your lordſhip re- 
members to have read in his Phedor. 
In this article of faith alſo Plato 
was a Chriſtian. Our creeds affirm, 
that Chriſt deſcended into Hell. 
Now it is impoſſible to deſcend from 
the ſurface of this earth without 
moving towards the centre: if, 
therefore, Hell had been ſituated 
in any other part of the univerſe 
than in the centre of this globe, 
| Chriſt 
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Chriſt muſt neceſſarily have aſcended 
into Hell, 


From theſe confiderations, I think 
-your lordſhip may ſafely affirm 
that Plato was, to all intents and 
a/ purpoſes, a Chriſtian, except the 
important article of baptiſm; but 
that crime he may poſſibly, in two 
:thouſand years, have expiated in 


Come we now to Cicero, the 
third of theſe illuſtrious Academics. 
His opinions concerning the great 
Creator and preſerver of the uni- 
verſe, the immortality of * ſoul, 


un . d, whe 
( ＋ 2 + T Boar? — 


RN 
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the beauty of virtue, and the de- 
formity of vice, were, like thoſe of 
Socrates and Plato, truly Chriſtian, 
Hence your lordſhip may take occa- 
fon to extol the wiſdom and vir- 
tue of the ancient philoſophers, 
before the introduction of our pre- 


ſent religion, and you may thence 
logically conclude that Chriſtianity 
was — (© / eſpecially, as, 


according to Eraſmus, Cicero was 
an inſpired writer“, and conſe- 
quently an apoſtle by anticipation. 
His authority being thus eſtabliſhed, 
you 

* Me legentem fic offi Fs N. Tullius, ut dubi- | 
tare non pofſim, quin illud pettus, unde iſta 


prodierunt, aliqua divinitas occuparet. 
.Eraſm. wa 4 Ullattenum. 


WY, 


* 


* 
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you may give a ſly ſtab to the doc- 
trine of immortality, by proving 
that this inſpired Cicero was, at 
times, of a contrary opinion “*. 
This immortality of the ſoul, my 
lord, muſt, as ſoon as poſſible, be 
got rid of: you will therefore ſlip 
no opportunity to have a fling at it. 
As it is the baſis of Chriſtianity, 
we ſhall do no great good until it 
be deſtroyed. 


Having thus prepared your con- 
gregation, you may now enter more 
circumſtantially into the various 

| | opinions 

* Una ratio videtur, quicquid ewenerit, 


ferre moderate, præſertim cum omnium rerum 


mor, fit extremum. Ep. Fam. 
*: 795 "OE - i " : | 3 9 
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opinions of the ancients concerning 
the nature of the human foul, 
Previouſly obſerving, that the no- 
bility, prieſthood, poets, and phi- 
loſophers in the polite reign of Au- 
guſtus, were almoſt univerſally 
Epicureans, you will proceed to in- 
form the audience that Epicurus 
was very poſitive that the ſoul is 
compoſed of heat, vapour, air, and 
ſomething elſe, for which he could 
find no nam. That it is corporeal 
he proves by this unanſwerable argu- 
ment: it moves the body, and con- 
ſequently muſt touch it : but no- 
thing can touch matter that is not 


itſelf material; ergo, the foul muſt 
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be corporeal, and conſequently 
mortal. Some of our modern Cal- 
viniſtical philoſophers are of the ſame 
opinion. Lucretius thought it a moſt 
comfortable doctrine, as it entirely 
relieved men's minds from the fear 
of puniſhment after death; and, 
for- this reaſon it will doubtleſs be 
well received by all ranks of people: 
for, to confeſs the truth, though 
there is nothing pleaſant in the idea 
of annihilation, yet it is certainly 
better than that of ſpending an 
eternity in company with the Devil 
in the midſt of fire and brimſtone. 


Zeno 
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Zeno was of opinion, that the 
ſoul conſiſted entirely of fire; Plato, 
that it is compoſed of three parts, 


namely, reaſon in the head, anger in 


the heart, and cupidity below the 


girdle ; Dicæarchus, that it was 


nothing at all; Ariſtoxenus, that 


it was an old ſong, or the tune of 


a fiddle, as we learn from Cicero: 
animam eſſe cenſet ipfius corporis in- 
tentionem quandam, velut in cantu et 
falibus, que harmonia dicitur. Your 
lordſhip will probably tell me that 
Macrobius afcribes this ingenious 
opinion to Pythagoras. Be that, a5 
it may, fantas componere Wy is 


none of my buſineſs, nor your lord- 


N 2 ſhip's. 
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ſhip's. All you have to do is, to 
introduce the Epicurean creed in the 
place of the Athanaſian, and in this 
attempt you will have the hearty 
concurrence of the whole kingdom. 


In all matters of national concern, 
the city of London has always been 
thought of conſiderable importance; 
it will therefore be neceſſary that 
your ſubaltern preachers ſhould take 
ſome pains to inſtruct the mayor, 
aldermen, and common council, in 
the principles of Paganiſm, and 
particularly in the Epicurean phi- 
loſophy, of which the pleaſures of 
the table make no inconſiderable 
part. 
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part. It may not be amiſs to inform 


them, that it was a conſtant cuſtom 
among the Romans to take a vomit 
both before and after a feaſt; that 
they were thus enabled to eat much 
more without any danger of an apo- 
plexy; and that even the great 
Julius Cæſar frequently indulged 
himſelf in this practice. Your 
lordſhip remembers his dining with 


Cicero in the country. 


In ſpeaking of the ſoul I forgot 
to remind your lordſhip, that many 
of the fathers, particularly Tertul- 
lian and St. Auguſtine, believed in 
the materiality of fpirits: now 

N 3 if 
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if ſpirits, that can, with ſo much 
facility, enter a room through the 
key-hole, and vaniſh through the 
floor without the help of a ſtage 
trap, are ſubſtantial beings, doubt- 
leſs ſouls may be compoſed of the 
ſame ſtuff. Such venerable autho- 
rity muſt neceſſarily have great 
weight with all good Chriſtians, LY 


Whilſt I was writing the laſt 
paragraph, my ſervant (I keep a 
ſervant) brought me a blue pam- 
Phblet, called the Engliſb Review, pub- 
liſhed by one Murray. I ſaid to 
myſelf, « An Engliſh Rev.ew pub- 
| liſhed by a Scotchman ! that's im- 


3” 
8 - 
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probable.” No matter. Caſting 
my eye accidentally on the account 
of Dr. Reid's Eſſays, the following 
words caught my attention : ** For 
aught we know, this earth we inba- 
vit may be an huge animal floating 
about in the blue expenſe.” 1 confeſs 
this hypotheſis, thrown out as a 
conjecture, gave me great pleaſure, 
as I could not help regarding it as a 
proof, that theſe giants of litera- 
ture, theſe dictators in every branch 
of ſcience, are gradually falling 
back into the ancient philoſophy. 
Triſmegiſtus, Pythagoras, Plato, 
and the Stoicks in general were of 


opinion that the world is an animal, 


N 4 of 


184 ADVICE TO 


of which the heavens is the ſoul and 
the earth the body. The ſtars, if we 
may credit Plutarch, they believed to 


be the eyes of this huge animal. 
Your lordſhip doubtleſs recollects the 


following paſſage in Arnobius, adver/. 
Gentes. In philoſophie memorabiles 
ſtudio atque ad iſtius nominis columen, 
vobis laudatoribus elevati, univerſam 
lam molem mundi, cujus omnibus am- 
plexibus ambimur, tegimur ac ſuſtine- 
mur, animans eſſe unum, ſapiens, ratio- 
nale conſultum, probabili aſſeveratione 
definiunt. ” And indeed, parvis compo- 
nere magna, a Chriſtian biſhop, in 


our own times, has furniſhed us with 


a powerful argument in ſupport of 
this 
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this opinion of the Stoicks, - This 
reverend philoſopher diſcovered, 
floating in the North Sea, an animal 


ſeveral miles in circumference. 


Your lordſhip having preached as 
many ſermons as will make a couple 
of Shandean volumes, you may 
give them (biſhops never ſell their 
works to Tom Becket, Tom, 
though he does rub his hands 
and ſhrug his ſhoulders, is a very 
honeſt fellow. This Becket, my 
lord, was, for many years, the 
humble friend and ſervant of David 
Garrick ; ever attentive and obedi- 


ent to his commands, to the great 


neglect 
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neglect of his own buſineſs. Da- 
vid never gave him ſixpence.— 
Your ſermons, when publiſhed, 
will be ecchoed by the inferior clergy 
to the propbanum uulgus, who will un- 
derſtand juſt enough to conceive 
that a change of religion is at hand ; 
at. which they will rejoice exceed- 
ingly: the deſire of novelty is one 
of their ſtrongeſt paſſions. The 
greater latitude allowed by Pagan- 
iſm will be no recommendation to 
the common people of England : 
they already take as much liberty 
as they like, and feel themſelves 
not at all reſtrained by the precepts 
of Chriſtianity : they are too much 
employed 
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employed to think of religion, ex- 
cept on a Sunday : at church they 
repeat their prayers like parrots, 
ſtarlings, or magpies, and liſten 
to ſermons of which they do not 
underſtand a ſingle ſentence; not 
for want of capacity, but becauſe 
it is impoſſible for any clergyman, 
conſiſtent with his reputation, to 
preach in the vernacular language 


of the multitude. He is confident 
that his diſcourſes will be printed, 


if not during his life, certainly 
after his death, for the benefit of 
his widow; he poliſhes them, there- 
fore, not with a view to his con- 
gregation, but for the eye of 

learned 
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learned criticiſm, and, by this poliſh, 
renders them as unintelligible to the 
vulgar as Klopſtock's Maſſiab, 
Young's Night-thoughts, or Aken- 
ſide's Pleaſures of Imagination, 


— 


But, my lord, theſe attendants 
on divine worſhip conſtitute a very 
inconſiderable claſs of his Majeſty's 
ſubjects. There is, in every part 
of the kingdom, particularly in the 
' metropolis, a numerous order of 
ragged beings that never enter 
church or chapel of any denomina- 
tion, Of theſe about. a hundred 
annually make their exit at the gal- 
lows; about as many more are ſent 

to 
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to travel for improvement, and ten 
times that number eſcape unpuniſh- 


ed, every one of whom, at leaſt 
ninety-nine out of a hundred, de- 
ſerve to be hanged. Indeed the 


whole fraternity might be executed 
at once, without much fear of in- 


Juſtice, were not mobs neceſſary at 


elections, and other national occa- 


* 


ſions. 


In the country, every man that 


has a Sunday- coat goes to church: 


thoſe that have not one ſhould: be 


whipped out of the pariſh, to pre- 


vent diſgrace; for they are ſure to 


be hanged for ſheep-ſtealing, Let 
nat 
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not this be miſtaken for an argu- 
ment in favour of Chriſtianity: the 
obſervation is equally true of all 
peaſants in all countries, and of all 
religions. In London the caſe is 
very different: there, every citizen 
that keeps a horſe, a ſingle-horſe- 
chaiſe, or can afford to hire a 
coach, ſpends his Sunday either at 
his villa, or at an inn in the coun- 
try. At the weſt end of the town, 
fine ladies and fine gentlemen uni- 
verſally ſpend the time of morning- 
ſervice in bed; and you know, 
my Lord, nobody but tradeſmen's 
ſervants ever go to church in an 


afternoon, 
From 
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From theſe conſiderations it is 
evident, that preaching will be no 
very powerful agent in producing 
the intended revolution. But your 
lordſhip, in concert with your right 
reverend brethren, and with the aſ- 


fiſtance of deans and prebendaries, 
may do ſignal ſervice to the cauſe, 
in your frequent converſations with 
people of quality, There are many 
arguments in favour of Paganiſm, 
which cannot fail to have great 
weight with perſons in high life. 
After removing their apprehenſions 
of a future ſtare of retribution, on 
the authority of Epicurus, who 
taught that pleaſure is the only ra- 

titional 


2 
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tional object of a human being, you 
will particularly inſiſt on the excel- 
lence of that philoſophy which 
teaches that ſuicide is a virtue. 
This diſcovery were alone {ſufficient 
to command ſucceſs: for what can 

be more delightful than to have 
ſuicide announced to be a virtue in 
a nation that could not be reſtrained 
from ſelf- laughter, even whilſt it 
was believed to be the greateſt crime? 
This philoſophy your lordſhip will 
neceſſarily enforce by the examples 
of Zeno, who hanged himſelf; Em- 
pedocles, who plunged into the 
flames of Etna; Clearchus, Cryſip- 
pus, Cato, and many other great 


men 
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men who moſt heroically killed 
| themſelves. Duelling alſo, though a 
ſpecies of reſentment with which the 
heroes of antiquity, for want of a due 
ſenſe of honour, were unacquainted, 
may be eaſily defended on the prin- 
ciples of the Stoicks, who taught 
that there was no greater crime in 
killing a man, than an ox, a cat, 


or any other animal. 


Theſe arguments, I preſume, will 
be found ſufficient for the con ver- 
ſion of the nobility and gentry in 
the higher walks of life. Among 
the clergy ſome may poſſibly ob- 


ject to the introduction of the reli- 


= 8 gion 
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gion of the ancient Romans, be- 
cauſe they have learnt from Ovid 
and Lucretius, that the prieſts af 
Cybele were eunuchs. I muſt con- 
feſs too that St. Jerome and Ter- 
tullian, in Apologetico, confirm this 
ſtory: nevertheleſs, as it is uni- 
verſally acknowledged that theſe 
prieſts caſtrated themſelves in the 


furor of intoxication, there can be 
no danger in this country, where 


the ciergy never drink to excels. 


Poſſibly ſome of your dignified 
brethren may be apprehenſive that, 
in exchanging Chriſtianity for Pa- 
ganiſm, they may loſe in point of 
| wealth, 
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wealth, rank, or power, They are 
miſtaken, The Roman prieſts, of 
every denomination, , were of the 
firſt nobility. The augurs in par- 
ticular were generally of conſular 
rank; and fo great was their power, 
that they could put an immediate 
ſtop to publick buſineſs, and diſſolve 
the aſſemblies of the people when- 
ever they pleaſed. As to their re- 
venue, they wiſely kept it ſecret; 
but, ſince poverty was no virtue in 
their religion, we may ſafely con- 
clude they took ſufficient care of 
themſelves ; eſpecially as they were 


amenable to no tribunal. Theſe 


— — — — — r 


E were 1 think at firſt 
02 only 
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only eight in number; to them 
Sylla added ſeven: now if his pre- 
ſent Majeſty will be graciouſly 
pleaſed to create eleven - more, 
change the title, and for twenty-ſix 
Chriſtian epiſcopi, we have at once 
twenty-ſix Pagan pontifices, without 


the leaſt confuſion or r_alteration on 
ation on 


the bench. The title of archbiſhop 
ſeems to correſpond well enough 


with that of pontifex maximus; but 
unluckily we happen to have two. 
What of that? I can ſee no rea- 
ſon why there may not be two pon- 
tifices maximi, as well as two kings 
of Brentford, In publick proceſ- 


fions, their walking together, and 


ſmelling 
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Fmelling at one noſegay, would have 
a pretty effect. It was the office of 
the decemviri at Rome to interpret 
the prophecies contained in the Sy- 
beline volumes. This employment 
might be given to the deans, and 
our prebendaries might be eaſily 


metamorphoſed into hauruſpices, 
whoſe buſineſs it was to attend the 
ſacrifices, and announce the omens 


to the people. 


In ſpeaking of Roman ſacrifices, 
we are naturally led to compare 
the religion of theſe heathens to 
that of the Jews. Sacrifice, that 
moſt eſſential ceremony, was in both 
0 3 the 
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the ſame. This conſideration might 
poſſibly in time bring over that 
ſtiff- necked generation. 


My lord, in a matter of ſuch 
importance, I would not willingly 
leave a ſingle objection unanſwered. 
Your lordſhip may poſſibly imagine 
the diverſity of religious opinions 
in this kingdom to be an inſur- 
mountable obſtacle to the great de- 
ſign, as it will be impoſſible to 
unite ſo many diſcordant ſects; but 
if your lordſhip will be pleaſed to 


> xecolle& that Proteſtants had rather 


worſhip Juno than the Virgin Mary; 
that a Quaker had rather turn 
heathen 
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heathen than pull off his hat; that 
the Prad Sine degraded the 
author of Chriſtianity into a mere 

man, and that they had rather have 
no religion at all than ſuffer their 
teachers to wear a gown or ſurplice; 
that each ſet has a greater con- 
tempt for the opinions of every 
other ſect of Chriſtians than for 
Paganiſm; hen, I ſay, your lord- 
ſhip contemplates mankind in this 
point of view, your objection will 
immediately vaniſh, 


. k 2 7 * . all 
E s L ? | $5 : 
Ih fac Bier up —bhe—aants never- 
theleſs, 
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theleſs, as they are fond of reli- 
gious controverſy, they may pol- 
ſibly deny the conſequence. In that 
caſe J would advice your lordſhip 
to adopt the Socratic method of 
diſputation, thus : | 


Qu. Was Jeſus Chriſt incarnate 

by the Holy Ghoſt ? 

An. No. 

Qu. Was he the ſon of the Vir- 
gin Mary? 
Anſ. No: he was the ſon of 
Mary ; he could not be the ſon of 
a virgin, 


Qu. Who was his father ? 
Au. Joſeph. 


- 
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Qu. Is it poſſible for a man to 
be the father of a child without 


having had carnal W of his 
wife? 


| Anſ. No. 


Qu. Is it poſſible for a man to 


have carnal knowledge of a woman 
without his knowing it? 


Anſ. No. 4 | 

Qu. Do you believe the New 
Teſtament? 

Auſ. Tes. Arby 


Qu. Are we not poũtive y told 
that Joſeph knew not his wife till 
after the birth of Chriſt; and that 
being a juſt man, and unwilling to 


make her a publick example, he 


Was 


— 


* 
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was minded to put ber away pri- 
vatelß ? 

Anſ. Jes: / b} 

Qu. Is not this a ſufficient proof 
that he knew himſelf nor to be the 
father of __ 

Me bo 

Qiu. You are filent. But if Chriſt 
was not begotten by the Holy Ghoſt, 
nor by Joſeph, muſt not * Rave 
been unfaithful ? 

Anſ. Ves. 

N.. What then was Mary! — 

I muſt not hear your anſwer; and 
ſo Dr, F. / ] wiſh you a good night. 


Thus you ſee, my lord, the 
Diſſenters have got the ſtart of us. 


—_— 


(a) vide g- ten, The 


4 h1 they pr Hover. No. 
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The greateſt genius they ever pro- 
duced; a man whoſe abilities would 
have done honour to any commu- 
nity, hath, like the Jewiſh Her- 
cules, ſo ſhook the main pillar of 
our Philiſtine temple, that the beſt 
thing we can do is to get out of it 
as faſt as we can. This philoſopher 
hath ſaved you a great deal of trou- 
ble with his own community: they 


would never have liſtened to the 


perſuaſions of a man in lawn ſleeves. 
But, if peradventure there ſhould 
yet remain a few individuals ſo ob- 
ſtinately attached to Chriſtianity, as 
not to be convinced of their errors 
by the arguments already alledged, 

15 your 
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your lordſhip may inform them, 
that one Bartholomæus Albici, an 
Italian monk, wrote a large folio 
book to prove that, compared with 
St. Francis, Chriſt was a mere 
bungler in the art of miracle- 
working, and that Francis was, in 
every other branch. of ſaintſhip, 
much the greater man. All Fran- 
ciſcans are of the ſame opinion. In 
this they are not ſingular. Every 
other order of monks and nuns pay 
the ſame compliment to their re- 
ſpective patrons : ſo that, in Roman 
Catholic countries, Jeſus is ſunk fo 
low in the ſcale of objects of adora- 
tion, (by the heathens called gods) 
that 
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that he is ſeldom addreſſed, except 


as a child in the arms, and for the 
ſake of his beautiful mother. | 


- Thoſe who have never travelled 


muſt be exceedingly at a loſs to ac- 
count for the univerſal predilection 
of the Roman Catholicks in favour 
of the bleſſed Virgin; but thoſe 
gentlemen who have ſeen the Ma- 
donas of Raphael and Guido, will 
not be in the leaſt ſurpriſed that 
the lovely nurſe ſhould attract the 
devotion of a monk, rather than 
the Bambino in her arms, or than 
the ſhocking repreſentation of Chriſt 


expiring on the .crols, the moſt 
horrible 
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horrible picture that the bigotry. 
of painting ever imagined. If the 
company ſhould diſcredit your re- 


port concerning Bartholomæus's fo. 
lio book, your lordſhip may offer 
to read it to them for. their edifica- 
tion. They will probably acknow- 
Jedge themſelves convinced without 
giving you the trouble, 


In your converſation with ſerious 
men, you will deduce the neceſſity 
of relinguiſhing Chriſtianity from 
the conſideration of its being . fo 

2 miſerably ſophiſticated, garbled, 


mangled, and torn, during an eigh- 


teen hundred years progreſs, as 
2 hardly 


THE CLERGY. 20 
hardly to have preſerved a ſingle 
conſtituent atom. By way of illuſ- 
tration, your lordſhip may relate the 
following true ſtory : | 


An opulent burgomaſter of Am- 
ſterdam, ſome years ago, gave a 


dinner to a ſelect company of gen- 


tlemen; of which, in an ancient 
Dutch manuſcript (which I ſhall 
leave with the publiſher for the in- 
ſpection of the incredulous) I find 
the following lift : viz. Sigur. Petro 
Papa, an Italian, who, from a key 
hanging to the flap of his pocket, 


was ſuppoſed to be a Jord of the 


bed chamber to ſome prince, Mar- 
#1245 
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tinus Lutherus, a German. Joannes 
Calvinus, a Frenchman born, but 
now a citizen of Geneva. Behind 
theſe illuſtrious gueſts ſtood Socinus, 
Molina, Janſenius, Pelagius, John 
Knox, Whitfield, a Moravian, and 
a Quaker. At the concluſion of 
the repaſt, one half of an excel- 
lent cheeſe was ſet upon the table; 
the upper ſurface of which cheeſe, 
as it now ſtood upon its convex edge. 
was as even as a ſheet of ice. But, 
before we proceed in our ſtory, it 
is neceſſary to obſerve, that nothing 
is ſo inſupportable to a Dutchman, 
as to have his cheeſe dug into, like 
a Cheſhire chetſe in an Engliſh 
* tavern. 
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tavern. His gueſts had no ſuch 
ideas of deformity, Every man 
cut or dug according to his taſte. But 
to the infinite aſtoniſhment of their 
maſters, the ſervants who ſtood at 
their backs, now, pulling each a 


knife out of his pocket, aſſailed 
the poor cheeſe with ſuch fury, and 


hacked and dug it ſo unmercifully, 


that the burgomaſter, loſing all 
patience, ſnatched it up and threw 1t 
out of the window. 


This ftrange impertinent beha- 
viour of the ſervants, your lord- 


ſhip will naturally ſuppoſe, produced 
great confuſion. But Luther, a man 
P of 
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of ſingular intrepidity, ſoon drove 
them out of the room. Bottles 
and glaſſes were now ſet upon the 
table, Petro Papa, being aſked 
for a toaſt, gave the mother of all 
ſaints. Luther, to amuſe the com- 
pany, related a droll dialogue which 
he had with the devil whilſt he ſat at 
the little- houſe. Calvin told a comi- 
cal ſtory about one Servetus. They 
all got tipſy, and they parted in 
perfect good humour with each 

a. | > 


I will now ſuppoſe your lordſhip 
to be already advanced within a 


ſtep or two of the ne plus ultra of 
ceccleſi- 
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eccleſiaſtical preferment; but, my 
lord, notwithſtanding your preſent 
vicinity to the Land of Promiſe, 

unleſs you obſerve, moſt attentively, 
the line of conduct which I am 
now about to recommend, your 
view of Canaan will prove like that of 
Moſcs, a mere Piſgah proſpect. Since 
your firſt admiſſion into the Houſe of 
Lords, you have moſt religiouſly 
ſupported every ſucceſſive admini- 
ſtration, whether whig, tory, or 
mongrel,” to the utmoſt of your 
abilities; wiſely conſidering, that 
it is not for right reverend divines 
to arraign the conduct of kings 


and miniſters of ſtate; that they 


P 2 themſelves 
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themſelves are the beſt judges of 
the legality, illegality, juſtice, or 
injuſtice of their proceeding ; that 
your time is ſo entirely occupied in 

ſtudying the law of Moſes as to 


leave you no leiſure for the-inveſti- 
gation of the law of nations; and 


that all you ought to know is that 
the miniſtry muſt be ſupported. On 
theſe principles, you have given 
frequent proofs of perſuaſive elo- 
quence for war or peace, according 
to the temper of the times. */But, 
my lord, your preſent fituation re- 
quires an immediate change of 
policy. I do not mean, that you 
ſhould now vote and {| peak againſt 
(a! Bar 13S. the 
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the miniſter: no; but I adviſe you 
to be quite filent, State 'policy 
requires that the archbiſhop of Can- 
terbury's politicks ſhould be com- 
priſed in theſe two words paſſive 
obedience; and that in matters of 
ſtate he ſhould never obtrude his 
opinion on the privy - council. 
This expectation is founded on the 
moſt ſubſtantial reaſoning, The 
metropolitan of all England, with 
the conſtitutional powers inſepara- 
ble from his high office, at the head of 


a numerous clergy, if he were po- 


litically ' inclined, might become 
very troubleſome to government, 


Hence your lordſhip perceives the 
£2 neceſſity 
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neceſſity of aſſuming the character of 
an unconcerned ſpectator, the mo- 
ment you aſpire to the ſee of Can- 
terbury. 


When the order of biſhops was 
firſt inſtituted in this kingdom, 
you know, my lord, the clergy 
were not allowed to marry, Hence 
It comes to paſs, that the wives of 
their lordſhips have no rank or title, 
Since therefore the huſband confers 
no - honour on his wife, it is but 
equitable to conclude that ſhe can 
reflect neither honour nor diſhonour | 
on his lordſhip. So that during her 


winter reſidence in town, ſhe hath. 


full 
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full liberty to open her houſe, as often 
as ſhe thinks proper, to every male 
and female gambler in London. 
She may give concerts of muſick 


on Sunday evenings, and may re- 
ceive maſks in their way to the Pan- 
theon, without the leaſt reflexion Fo 
on her huſband's ſanity of man- 


ners. He, honeſt gentleman, 


is long fince retired to reft. 
As to horns, they are quite out 
of the queſtion: the innocence of 


the preſent times precludes every 


ſuſpicion of that nature. 


* P 4 CHAP- 
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CHAPTER VI. 


ADVICE TO AN ARCHBISHOP. 


DERMIT me to congratulate 
your grace on your late tranſ- 
lation to the ſee of Canterbury, I 
have now fulfilled my promiſe, 1 
have ſeated you on the pinnacle 
of eccleſiaſtical eminence. It is 
true you do not, like your early pre- 
deceſſors, enjoy the privilege of 
coining money, or of Kknighting 
your friends; but you have the 


immenſe ſatisfaction of being. the 


firſt peer ; of taking rank of every 
duke in the kingdom, except. thoſe 


of the royal family. You are not, 
it 
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it is true, like Wolſey, a prime 
miniſter; nor are you like him 
ever tottering on the brink of a preci- 
pice. You are perfectly ſecure in 
your political inſignificance, and 
thoſe, who are but ſuperficially 
acquainted with human nature, will 


ſuppoſe that you have attained the 
higheſt degree of ſublunary felicity. 
Happineſs conſiſts principally in 
expectation and deſire ; but expec- 
tation and deſire are abſorbed in fru- 
ition. Perfect gratification ſeldom 


fails to produce a langour, a tedium, 
ſtill better expreſſed in French by 
the word ennui, which is often leſs 
ſupportable than abſolute poverty. 

A ſhort 
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A ſhort reſidence at Lambeth 
will convince your lordſhip that 1 
poſſeſs ſome little knowledge of hu- 
man naturg; but your chief unea- 
ſineſs will. ariſe from recollecting 
that you are debarred, by the funda- 
mental precepts of Chriſtianity, 
from enjoying the good things with 
which you are now ſo abundantly 
provided. You have prayed every 
day of your life, frequently five or 

fix times a-day, that you might not 
be led into temptation; and you have 
not leſs frequently prayed, mentally, 
for that preferment which neceſſa- 


rily collects, accumulates, and aug- 


ments temptations in proportion to 


its 
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its progreſs. Who would profeſs a 
religion that can * reconcile ſuch 
_ contradictions? Who would wiſh 
for preferment in a religion, which in 
beſtowing wealth forbids the uſe of 
it? Who would accept of honours - 
in a religion that poſitively com- 


mands humility ? or who would 


deſire riches and power, where 
ſubmiſſion and poverty are ſo inva- 
riably recommended? 


Let me now requeſt that your 
grace will turn your eyes from this 
diſagreeable picture, to the delight- 


ful proſpect of ancient Pagan- 
iſm, When this religion ſhall be 
once 
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once introduced, with what inno- 
cent rapture will an Epicurean 


divine ſurvey a delicious turtle, a 
fat haunch of venifon, 4 magnum 
bonum of claret, or a flowing bowl 
of arrack punch! With what 
pleaſure will he reflect, that in eat- 
ing and ſpewing luxuriouſly *, he is 

fulfil- 


When, in a former page, I recom- 
mended to the corporation of London the 
Roman cuſtom of vomiting before and after 
a feaſt, I hadnot the leaſt deſign to exclude 
the clergy from the benefit of ſo admirable 


an invention, which ſome commentators 
aſcribe to Speuſippus, the nephew and ſue- 
ceſſor of Plato. What renders this con- 
jecture probable, is, that Speuſippus ſo ruin- 
ed his conſtitution by indulging his appetite 


for 
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fulfilling the commands of the 
founder of his ſect, and that 
every glaſs he drinks is a devout 
libation to the god Bacchus. 
An ample turbot, or a cod's head 
with oyſters, becomes a ſacrifice to 
Neptune. He diſtrains for tythes 
in honour of Ceres, and in viſiting 


Mother Cole he celebrates the myſ- 


teries of the Paphean goddeſs, 


Hence it is very evident, that by 
the introduction of Paganiſm, con- 
ſcience, 

for pleaſure, that Diogenes reproached him 


with cowardice for ſuffering life with ſo diſ- 
-eaſed a body. He took the hint and hung 


himſelf moſt philoſophically. This we learn 


from Diogen, Laertius. Vit. Phil, 
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ſcience, that troubleſome appendage 
to Chriſtianity, would be totally 
annihilated ; a conſideration which, 
one would imagine, were alone 
ſufficient to convince every Chriſ- 
ſtian of his error: if, nevertheleſs, 
your grace ſhould find any difficulty 
in converting the king's miniſters, 
you may eaſily convince them, from 
the example of the Romans, that 
Pagan ſuperſtition was a much better 
engine of ſtate than Chriſtianity, 
For this truth I refer your grace 
to Cicero, who, though he was 
himſelf an Academic, conſtantly 
recommended the worſhip of the 
Heathen gods. and the ſcrupulous 
obſer- 
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obſervance of all the yulgar cere- 
monies of religion, becauſe the po- 
pular belief in divination was ne- 
ceſſary to the fupport of govern- 
ment. Polybius highly commends 
the policy of the Romans in thus 
availing themſelves of vulgar ſu- 
perſtition, and blames thoſe phi- 
loſophers, who, in his time, were 
endeavouring to open the eyes of 
the people. 


The Sybeline volumes in the 
hands of the decemviri were cer- 
tainly much better inſtruments of 
ſtate than the Jewiſh prophets, or 
even than the Revelations of St. 

John ; 


* 
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John; although I muſt acknow- 


ledge, that theſe ſacred writings 


will propheſy any thing the ſtate 
may require; and I allow the pre- 
ſent adminiſtration employing a 
Corniſh divine to prove that the 
king of France is the horned beaft, 
to be an excellent political manæuvre, 
inaſmuch as it may make the 
Dutch and the Americans aſhamed 
of their great ally: for, though 


Ceſar and Pompey were both of them 


horned, yet mankind in general, 


howſoever unjuſtly, look with con- 


tempt upon a cuckold. 


The 
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The Delphicloracle was of ſingular 
political utility to the Greeks and 


Romans, A ſimilar eſtabliſh- 
ment in this kingdom would be 
equally ſerviceable to our miniſ- 
try: and indeed your grace will 
acknowledge the propriety of re- 
eſtabliſhing the Tripod 10 n the 
ruins of e when you 


recollect, on the authority of Di- 
odorus, Strabo, and Pauſanias, 


that, at the birth of Chriſt, Apollo 
became ſilent. Auguſtus having 


| ſent to enquire. the reaſon why 


the oracle was dumb, was anſwered 


thus. 


0 phe e, Fred pre 
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Me puer Hebræus, dives deus ipſe gubernans, 
Cedere ſede jubet, triſtemgue redire ſub orcum ; 
Aris ergo dehinc tacitis abſedito noſtris. 

In what part of this kingdom to 
fix the oracle is a queſtion of 
fome importance. You, grace will 
doubtleſs confider it with the 
attention it deſerves, In my hum- 
ble opinion, Gotham ſhould be 
the place. I am influenced in 
this opinion, perhaps a little ſu- 
perſtitiouſly, by the circumſtance 
which firſt led to the diſcovery of 
the oracle at Delphos. We learn 
from Diodorus Siculus, that a goat- 
herd, driving his flock near the 
ſpot where the'temple of Apollo was 


afterwards built, perceived that, 
as 
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as often as they approached a cer- 
tain cave, they became remarkably 
vociferous, His natural curioſity 
prompted him to examine the place; 
but he was. no ſooner within the 
influence of the exhalation that 
iſſued from the chaſm, than he 
found himſelf inſpired with the 
ſpirit of prophecy. Now, that a 
herd of goats ſhould diſcover the 
den of Apollo will not ſeem at 
all incredible, when we recollect, that 
the miraculous powers of the Bath 
waters were diſcovered by a herd 
of ſwine, a ſpecies of animals 
never ſuſpected of ſuperior ſagacity. 
Indeed the pailoſophicai tranſactlons 


22 ol. 
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of the learned pig ſeem to contra- 
dict this general opinion; but 
that animal is ſo ſingular 1 phe- 
nomenon, that as Voltaire, with 
leſs reaſon, called the laſt age, le 
ciecle de Louis XIV. future hiſtori- 
ans. will diſtinguiſh the preſent by 
le ciecle du cochon ſavant. 

May it pleaſe your grace: I now 
approach the final period of my 
admonition, - The arguments I 
have uſed have doubtleſs convinced 


you of the neceſſity of the total 
ſubverſion of Chriſtianity; but, 
my lord, there remains yet a formi- 
dable obſtacle to our project, which, 

1 fear, 
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I fear, it will be very difficult to 
remove. I mean the converſion of 
the king. Unfortunately, he is a 
determined Chriſtian; and unleſs 
you can convince him of his error, 
and prove, beyond a doubt, that 
the change of religion will be for 
the good of his ſubjects, you will 
never obtain his fat, Suppole you 
were to try the effect of the follow- 


ing petition. 


May it pleaſe your Majeſty ! « \ 
We your Majeſty's faithful ſub- 7 


jects, the archbiſhops, biſhops, prieſts, 


and deacons, in conyocation aſ- 
ſembled, 
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ſembled, fully convinced of your 
Majeſty's paternal benevolence, hum- 
bly implore, that you will be gra- 
ciouſly pleaſed to relieve us from 
the intolerable burthen of the 
Chriſtian religion, and that we may 
be permitted to eſtabliſh the religion 
of the ancient Greeks and Romans, 


for the following ſubſtantial reaſons, 
viz --;; 


Firſt : Becauſe the Chriſtian religion 
prohibits the full enjoyment of the 
riches with which it hath pleaſed 
your Majeſty to endow us. | 


| Secondly : Becauſe it is impoſſible, 
in coaches and palaces to imi- 


tate 
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tate the lives of indigent apoſ- 


tles. 


Thirdly : Becauſe our lives and our 
conſciences are perpetually at 
war with each other, entirely 
owing to our belief of Chriſti- 


| anity. 


Fourthly : Becauſe our lives and our 
daoctrines ſo flagrantly contradict 
each other, that we are become 


a laughing- ſtock unto the people. 


Fifthly : Becauſe we humbly con- 


ceive that the paſſions of the 


clergy, like thoſe of other men, 
were given them for the noble 
purpoſe of indulgence, according 

5 to 
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to the rational creed of the Epi- 
cureans, | 


Sixthly: Becauſe our congreeations 
now conſiſt entirely of charity- 
children and old women. 


RAS 


=> Seventhly : Becauſe the fear of hell- 
flames preſerves no villaia from 


the gallows. 
Eighthly : Becauſe, aftereighteen hun- 
dred years trial, mankind are juſt 


as profligate and wicked as ever. 


Ninthly : Becauſe many of your 
Majeſty's rich ſubjects are be- 
come ſo bigotted to foreign 
cookery, as, like the ancient E- 

| oyptians, to worſhip the gods 


Garlick and Cnions. 
1 | Tentbly: 


THE CLERGY. 233 


Tenthly : Becauſe the devotees to 
pleaſure are all become Pytha- 


goreans, in expectation Of tranſ- 
migrating into the bodies of 
bulls, rams, boars, or ſtallions. 


Eleven : Becauſe the following moſt 
reſpectable and moſt numerous 
claſſes of people, viz. lawyers, 
ſollicitors, attorneys, phyſicians, 

ſurgeons, apothecaries, gamblers 
and proſtitutes, profeſs no reli- 


gion at all, 


Twelve : Becauſe, when, on ſolemn 
days, the chaplain 1s ordered to 
preach before your Majeſty's 
Houſe of Commons, not more 


than one or two members can be 
1 found 
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found to attend the ſpeaker; 
that honourable houſe therefore 
profeſſes no religion : and ſorry 
we are to ſay, that among the 
peers alſo, the profeſſion of re- 


ligion is confined to our own 
bench, 


Laſtly : Becauſe, after mature re- 
flexion, conſideration, and deli- 

beration, we have unanimouſly 
reſolved, that it is ſafer and bet- 
ter for ourſelves, and for every 
other claſs of your Majeſty's 
liege ſubjects, to finiſh our ex- 
iſtence with the preſent life, ac- 
cording to the Epicurean ſyſtem, | 
than to ſtand a trial before -the 


God of the Chriſtians, 
| | | For 
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| For theſe and many other reaſons 
of equal weight and importance, we 
humbly beſeech your Majeſty that 


Chriſtianity may be aboliſhed, and 
that we may re-eſtabliſh the reli- 
gion of the heathens, whoſe m my- 
thology we have ſtudied from 
Nur early youth, and whoſe tenets 
are better adapted to the — 
ſtate of human nature. 


—— 


And, foraſmuch as it hath pleaſed 
God, after the ineffectual delibera- 
tions of ſynods and councils for 
many centuries, and the maſſacre 
of millions of unbelievers, to ſuffer 
old women and young children in 
the preſent generation to diſcover, 
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